
 
Application Form for Position No. 2 
Kirkland City Council 

 
Please return your letter of interest and completed application form  to the City Clerk’s Office no later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday, April 9, 2013. You 
may submit your application materials in the following ways:  Email to kanderson@kirklandwa.gov or hand deliver to Kirkland City Clerk’s Office, 123 
5th Avenue, Kirkland, WA 98033.  Applicants selected for interview must be available on Tuesday, April 16, 2013 between 4:30 and 7:00 p.m..  If 
you need an accommodation in the application process or if you have questions about this application process, please call City Clerk Kathi Anderson 
at (425) 587-3197. Persons with a disability who need assistance in the application process or who need this application in an alternative format 
may call (425) 587-3190 or TTY Relay 711. 

NOTE:  Please provide answers for all of the questions listed below.  A one page resume may be submitted in lieu of question 2.  
All other responses should be limited to 250 words.  Responses may be provided as an attachment to this application. 

All information on this form, including any attachments, except Personal Information, w ill become public information when 
submitted. 

 

Name: John E. Arnold, Jr. (“Jay”)________________________________ 

1. Applicant’s Statement of Qualifications: 
In order to be considered for this appointment, you must have been a resident of the City of Kirkland 
for at least one year at the time of the election and you must be a registered voter.  

a) Will you have been a Kirkland resident for at least one year as of August 6, 2013?  Yes ☒  No ☐ 
b) Are you a registered voter?  Yes ☒  No ☐ 

 
2. Describe your education, occupational background and/or community activities that qualify you to      

serve as a Kirkland City Council member.  You may provide this information in a resume not to exceed 
one page:   

 
 

3. Describe why you are interested in serving on the Kirkland City Council: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4.  What do you see as the top three issues currently facing the Kirkland City Council?  For each issue, 
describe the nature of the issue or problem to be addressed, what policy guidance you would provide as a 
Council member to address the issue and your preferred solution(s).  You may provide up to 250 words for 
each issue. 

My resume is attached. 

Kirklanders have great pride in our community; we know this city is special and we get engaged in our 
community to keep it that way.  My wife and I have three daughters growing up in Kirkland; we want them 
to be able to (and want to) live here in the future.  
 
Kirkland has been a leader and an example regionally at building a sustainable city—maintaining our quality 
of life amidst dramatic growth over the last 25 years.  However, our current ways of doing business are 
beginning to break down.  One example is planning.  While the Council has rightly focused on economic 
development as a priority, we have ignored the other half of the puzzle, our neighborhoods.  Almost half of 
our city has no neighborhood plan, and many others are out of date without a plan or schedule to update 
them.  This undermines community support for smart growth and our ability to be One Kirkland.   
 
Another example is how we involve the community in decision-making.  While Kirkland publishes a 
tremendous amount of information online, sends periodic surveys, and has an involved formal process, we 
need to go beyond the listserve and the public hearing to able to hear from busy people, engage them, and 
get their input.   
 
I have expertise in these areas, specific ideas on how to tackle, and a track record of working together to 
find solutions.  And I hope to be able to continue do so to build a better future for our city. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  If appointed, would you seek election to the City Council in 2013?  Yes ☒  No ☐ Undecided ☐  
 
6.  How long have you lived in the City of Kirkland or in the newly-annexed area? Since 1996, also 1990-92. 
  

 
 

Your Signature*:  ____________________________ _____Date:______________________  
*Applications submitted electronically will be signed during the interview process.    

  

4a. Issue #1:  Comprehensive Plan 
Even if it wasn’t required by the growth management act, Kirkland’s Comprehensive Plan is showing its age 
and needs a major update to incent development of Totem Lake, provide for re-development of our neighborhood 
centers, and include our new neighborhoods. 
 
Updating our plan for the next 20 years also presents an opportunity for a coordinated, strategic approach—better 
integrating land use, transportation, parks, economic development, and other elements. As we have a community 
conversation about the goals, policies and standards in the Comp Plan, we can set expectations for both developers 
and neighborhoods, as well as create incentives to realize our vision.  This will help streamline our planning process in 
the future, reduce requests for PARs, and ensure various city departments and polices are working in concert.  (The 
recent progress in Totem Lake is helped by such a coordinated approach.)   
 
In Totem Lake, I would take advantage of available tools such as Transfer of Development Rights and upfront SEPA 
as incentives.  In our neighborhoods, we need to re-think the neighborhood plan at all levels:  reviewing the size of 
planning areas, identifying city-wide goals, and streamlining the process for creating each plan.  We should look at 
creative approaches that aren’t limited by available city resources—such as enabling neighborhood associations to 
drive the visioning process with support from external non-profits. This is especially important in Kirkland’s new 
neighborhoods, where we have no neighborhood plans and the zoning approach is carried over from King County.   

4b. Issue #2:  Transportation 
As we grow our employment centers with the redevelopment of Park Place, expansion of the Google campus, and 
development of Totem Lake, we need to ensure increasing employment doesn’t proportionally increase trips and their 
impact on our street network and surrounding neighborhoods.  We need to develop a transportation strategy, 
work with employers on demand management, and provide opportunities for folks that choose a less car-dependent 
lifestyle. 
 
A central part of that transportation strategy is the Cross Kirkland Corridor.  While the City has funded a gravel trail 
and the master planning process, I want to steadily make progress to build the corridor, developing it in segments and 
paving the pedestrian/bike trail as soon as possible.  Longer term, we must work regionally to connect to light rail in 
Bellevue. This requires partnering regionally and working at the state and federal level for funding. 
 
Beyond that, I support proposals that will look broadly at transportation concurrency and capacity in terms of trips via 
any mode.  Within our existing road network where we cannot add capacity, I would invest in technology to improve 
safety and flow.  I’m also interested in the growing neighborhood discussions about “greenways” (bikeways).  These 
present an opportunity to make our community more bike-able and walkable, integrate with the Cross Kirkland 
Corridor, discourage cut-through traffic in our neighborhoods, and complement Kirkland’s complete streets policy. 
 

                 
                  

4c. Issue #3:  Solving Problems Regionally 
Many budget and policy issues facing Kirkland… 

• are impacted by decisions at the regional level or by state government (such as diversion because of tolls on 
SH 520 and potentially I-90, additional I-405 interchange at Totem Lake, growth policies) 

• require cooperation regionally as part of the solution (working with neighboring jurisdictions on fire strategic 
plan, prioritizing transit service by Metro and Sound Transit, future parks facilities) 

• involve services Kirkland would deliver less cost-effectively on its own, and are therefore provided through 
inter-local agreements.   

 
We need to continue—with minimal interruption—the active involvement and leadership by Councilmembers on the 
Puget Sound Regional Council, Sound Cities Association and other bodies to develop and build support for policies that 
help solve these big problems—both for the benefit of the region and for Kirkland.   



  
  

JAY ARNOLD 

COMMUINTY 
INVOLVEMENT 

   PLANNING COMMISIONER 2009-PRESENT, FORMER CHAIR 
May  2009  –  Present,  Planning  Commission  Chair  June  2011  –  June  2012  
Provided  recommendations  to  City  Council  on  comprehensive  plan  and  zoning  code  changes,  
including  encouraging  economic  development  in  Totem  Lake,  enabling  low-‐‑impact  development  
through  Green  Codes,  an  innovative  Shoreline  Master  Program,  and  Transit-‐‑Oriented  
Development.    Updated  Lakeview  and  Central  Houghton  Neighborhood  Plans.  

YES! FOR GREAT KIRKLAND PARKS, CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIR  
Appointed  to  Parks  Funding  Exploratory  Committee  to  study  parks  needs  and  develop  
options.    Led  successful  2012  ballot  campaign  for  dedicated  funding  for  Kirkland  Parks.  

NWSEED (SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT), BOARD MEMBER 2003-2011  
Northwest  SEED  develops  community-‐‑based  renewable  energy  projects  and  supports  energy  
efficiency  work  to  keep  the  benefits  of  sustainable  energy  local.  

FUTUREWISE, BOARD MEMBER 2001-2011, FORMER CHAIR  
Futurewise  is  state’s  leading  smart  growth  advocate,  building  great  communities  and  
promoting  transportation  choices  while  preserving  farm  and  forestland.    Chaired  organization  
during  major  staff  re-‐‑organization  and  maintained  programs  despite  challenging  budgets.    

CAPITAL FINANCE REVIEW BOARD, FORMER CHAIR  
Chaired  this  joint  project  of  the  Municipal  League  of  King  County,  League  of  Women  Voters,  
and  the  Greater  Seattle  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  analyze  capital  projects  on  the  ballot  and  
provide  information  on  potential  upcoming  measures  for  voters.  

MUNICIPAL LEAGUE OF KING COUNTY, TRUSTEE 1992-1998  
For  more  than  100  years,  the  Muni  League  has  been  a  good  government  watchdog,  providing  
invaluable  non-‐‑partisan  information  to  voters  on  local  government  issues  and  candidates.      

PROFESSIONAL 

EXPERIENCE 

   FUSE WASHINGTON, TECHNOLOGY DIRECTOR 

2009  to  Present    

Developed  web  sites  for  cutting-‐‑edge  online  campaigns,  and  managed  tools  to  help  busy  citizens  
connect  with  their  elected  officials.    Designed  the  YouBudget  game  allowing  people  to  build  the  
state  budget  according  to  their  values.    

WINTEGRATED SOLUTIONS LLC, PRINCIPAL 

2004  to  Present  

Developed  web  sites,  social  media,  and  tools  for  small  business,  non-‐‑profit,  and  campaigns.    
Record,  engineer,  and  produce  audio  and  video  podcasts.  

MICROSOFT, GROUP MANAGER; WINDOWS, INTERNET EXPLORER, MSN 

1990  to  2004  

Managed  cross-‐‑team  project  delivering  MSN  client,  services,  and  sites,  with  close  work  with  
support,  operations,  marketing,  and  legal  teams.  Managed  development  team  delivering  
customized  MSN7  client  for  business  partners.    Managed  Test  Team,  Operations,  and  Sustaining  
Engineering  for  MSN7  client.    Managed  test  teams  for  multiple  Internet  Explorer,  Windows,  and  
MS-‐‑DOS  releases.  

EDUCATION    UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, BOULDER:  Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science, 1989. 




