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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Lorrie McKay, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
 
Date: March 25, 2013 
 
Subject: 2013 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE #5	
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Council should receive its fourth update on the 2013 legislative session.  
 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 
 
The second half of the 2013 State Legislative Session began on March 14.  At the writing of this memo, 
the legislature has completed its tenth week.  April 3 is the next session cutoff, which is the last day to 
read in committee reports from opposite house, except House fiscal committees and Senate Ways & 
Means and Transportation committees. This is an update on the City’s legislative interests as of March 22.   
 
 
COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE: 
The Council’s Legislative Committee (Mayor McBride, Deputy Mayor Marchione and Council Member 
Asher) meets weekly on Friday's at 3:30pm. 
 
The Council’s Legislative Committee met on March 22 to discuss the status of the city’s 2013 legislative 
priorities (Attachment A) and other bills of interest to the City (Attachment B). 
 
Week 9 (3/9 – 3/15) 
The primary focus in week 9 

1. Councilmember Walen lobbied on behalf of the City of Kirkland in Washington DC  
2. Legislative Committee met with Representative Habib 
3. Monitored status of City’s legislative priorities. 

 
Week 10 (3/16 – 3/22) 

The primary focus in week 10 
1. State’s Revenue Forecast 
2. Capital Requests 
3. Monitored status of City’s legislative priorities.  

 
MARCH REVENUE FORECAST AND THE STATE BUDGET: 
Revenue Forecast - With the Revenue Forecast released Wednesday, March 20 the budget situation in 
Olympia got a bit worse, but was not as bad had been feared. 
  
The Session started with the State in a $900 million deficit for the 2013-15 biennium.  With an increase in 
caseload costs in state programs (primarily Medicaid) reported the week of March 10, the deficit had 
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deepened by $301 million, to about $1.2 billion for the 2013-15 biennium.  However, despite the impacts 
of the federal sequestration (about $6 million per month), the negative balance in revenue collections 
anticipated for the 2013-15 biennium was down by ‘just’ $19 million.  This amount is more than 
compensated for by increased collections in the current 2011-13 biennium of $59 million.  The result is a 
net $40 million increase in revenues for the current (2011-13) and next (2013-15) biennia.   
  
This leaves the deficit for 2013-15 still at about $1.2 billion.  However, there is a lawsuit (the Bracken 
lawsuit) which will impact the deficit by about $160 million, increasing the current-law deficit to about 
$1.3 billion.  Anticipated legislation to close the Bracken loophole will decrease this figure by the same 
$160 million.  In addition, there is an assumption that federal sequestration will end by June 30th of this 
year.  If sequestration cuts go beyond that, the cost to the budget in lower revenue continues to be 
assumed to be a flat $6 million per month (though with a much-greater economic impact on areas near 
military bases, such as Tacoma, Bremerton, Everett, and Oak Harbor). - Excerpted from an email from Nick 
Federici of Our Economic Futures Coalition. 
 
Budget Process - The House and Senate trade off on who leads in presenting their budget proposals.  
This biennium it’s the Senate's turn to lead.   
 
The Chair of Senate Ways & Means has indicated that the Senate will release their budget proposals 
(operating and capital) by March 30th and the House proposals will follow after that.  Both the Senate and 
the House will need to pass their budget proposals off the floor of their respective chambers.  Once both 
budgets are through that process, legislators will negotiate in earnest to conclusion. 
  
There are several factors that make the road ahead even more uncertain than usual - the Majority 
Coalition; the philosophical differences between the House and the Senate; and the McCleary decision.  
It’s not an understatement to suggest that everyone is anxious to see how this progresses.  

 What will the budgets look like?   
 How do they solve McCleary?   
 Once McCleary is addressed, what is left of the safety net, higher education and natural 

resources?   
 
  
2013 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES:  
As mentioned above, a detailed matrix tracking the status of Kirkland’s legislative priorities (as of March 
22) is attached to this memorandum. Below is an at a glance summary: 
 
2013 Legislative Priority             Bill Number  Hearing Status 
Support state and local transportation revenue to 
maintain infrastructure investments and complete 
projects that enhance economic vitality. 

HB 1954 
HB 1955 
HB 1956 
HB 1957 
 
 
HB 1953 
SB 5773 
HB 1959 
HB 1898 

2/20 - House Transportation Chair dropped 
four bills on Wed. re a transportation package: 
Includes $675 million for local government 
assistance; $897 million for storm water 
cleanup; $61 million for Complete Streets. 
 
3/7 – Placed on second reading in Rules  
3/5 – Eligible to be placed on second reading 
3/7 – Placed on second reading in Rules 
3/7 – Placed on second reading in Rules 

Support retaining the State Annexation Sales Tax 
Credit and defend against state revenue reductions 
or legislation that impact completion of the Finn 
Hill, Juanita and Kingsgate-area annexation. 

 Monitoring. Leadership in House and Senate 
have indicated it is not on the table at this 
early stage in budget negotiations. 

Support $5 million in funding for the next phase of 
the NE 132nd Interchange ramp design and for the 
NE 132nd Interchange to be included in any 
statewide transportation package. 

 
 

Formal requests were submitted to the House 
Transportation Chair by Reps Springer & 
Habib. 

Support eliminating the $10 million ongoing 
diversion of liquor taxes and reinstating local share 
of excess liquor profits. 

HB 2019 Will likely be introduced week of March 25 
 



Support the development of the Cross-Kirkland 
Corridor including support of continued state 
financial assistance (WWRP) and other tools to 
implement multiple uses including recreation and 
transportation. 

 The Cross Kirkland Corridor ranked #2 among 
the WWRP Proposed Trail Projects to be 
funded in 2013. $500,000 with a $500,000 
match. 
 
WWRP part of Capital Budget negotiations. 
Capital budget proposals could be released by 
March 30. 

Support providing cities with financing options to 
support public/private partnerships. 

HB 1967 This bill is technically ‘dead’ 
 

Support allowing local governments the option to 
award contracts to vendors whose pre-tax bid unit 
price is lowest. 

SB 5110 
 
HB 1268 

3/21 – Passed to Rules for second reading 
 
3/14 – Heard in Senate Governmental Ops 

Capital Budget Request: $1M for completion of the 
Park Lane Pedestrian Corridor 
 
Capital Budget Request: $1.3M for phase one of a 
Pedestrian Span from SK-TOD to CKC 

 Rep. Springer and Rep. Goodman signed and 
submitted House request form.  
 
Sen. Tom submitted project information to 
Senate. 

 
 
TRANSPORTATION REVENUE:  
House proposed Statewide Transportation Revenue package - These bills are evidently considered 
necessary to implement the budget (NTIB). They may begin to take shape following the release of the 
Revenue Forecast and with the development of the Transportation budget.    
 
Local Transportation Revenue Options - Unlike the House proposed Statewide Transportation package, 
the local option bills are not considered NTIB.  However, the legislature passed a “Cut-off Resolution” 
that included a provision that any bill affecting revenue (up or down) stays alive.  So, as things stand 
today, three of these bills remain alive. 
 
Transportation Revenue Lobby Day - The growing coalition in support of transportation revenue has 
organized a Transportation Lobby Day on April 3rd in Olympia. Anticipate media early in the week on 
King County’s service reductions.  
 
 
ELIMINATING ONGOING DIVERSION OF LIQUOR TAXES AND REINSTATING LOCAL SHARE 
OF PROFITS:  
 
It’s not clear where the bill is that proposes giving a large portion of the growth in local government's 
share of liquor revenue back to cities.  HB 2019 may be dropped week of March 25. It is possible that as 
a “revenue” bill, this bill will be within the scope of the “Cut-off Resolution” that was passed. 
 
 
LOCAL PURCHASING BILL:  
Both House and Senate versions of this bill were heard in their opposite chamber on March 14 (well 
ahead of the April 3 cut-off). On March 21, the Senate version was passed to the House Rules Committee 
for second reading.  
 
 
CAPITAL REQUEST:  
Senator Tom submitted to the Senate, the City’s request of $1.3M for phase one of the design and 
construction of an ADA accessible multi-modal connection between the new South Kirkland Transit 
Oriented Development public parking garage and the Cross Kirkland Corridor. 
 
The City now has two Capital Budget requests submitted, one in each chamber.   
 
 



 
HEARINGS AND CORRESPONDENCE: 
Bill      Cmte Dt/Time  City Rep. SME   
SB 5658, Concerning mercury-containing lights HFin 3/27 1:30   John MacGilvray 
 

Cmte (Committee) Legend 
HFin = House Committee on Finance 

 
The City sent a letter in opposition to SB 5658 to the House Committee on Finance (Attachment D) on 
the grounds that the proposed legislation rolls back the State’s Mercury-Containing Lights Recycling Law, 
removes the responsibilities from manufacturers, and does not provide solutions for how a statewide 
recycling program will be adequately financed. 
 
 
BILL TRACKING: 
Waypoint Consulting continues to track all versions of bills of interest to the City. As mentioned above, a 
bill tracker on positions that the City has taken (as of March 22) is attached to this memorandum. 
 
Matrices updated March 29, for both Kirkland’s legislative priorities and an updated bill tracker will be 
emailed to Council in advance of the meeting on April 2. 
 
 
 
Attachments:  A. Status of City’s 2013 legislative priorities 
  B. List of bills the City is tracking and positions 

C. White paper on Pedestrian Span from South Kirkland TOD to the Cross Kirkland 
Corridor 
D. Letter in opposition to SB 5658, Concerning mercury-containing lights 

 



City of Kirkland Legislative Priorities and Status: 2013 Legislative Session 
Updated 3/22 

 

 Legislative Priority Bill # Prime 

Sponsor 

Status 

 

1 
 
 

Support state & local transportation revenue 
 

 

 
HB 1954 
HB 1955 
HB 1956 
HB 1957 
 

  
HB 1953 
HB 5773 
HB 1959 
HB 1898   

 

 
Rep. Clibborn 
Rep. Clibborn 
Rep. Clibborn 
Rep. Clibborn 
 

 
Rep. Liias 
Sen. Harper 
Rep. Farrell 
Rep. Fey 
 

 

Statewide Package   
2/22 – First read into House TR (NTIB)   
2/22 – First read into House TR (NTIB)    
2/22 – First read into House TR (NTIB)   
2/22 – First read into House TR (NTIB) 
 

Local Revenue    
3/13 – Rtrnd to Rules for second reading 
3/12 – Moved to Rules White sheet 
3/13 – Rtrnd to Rules for second reading 
3/13 – Rtrnd to Rules for second reading 
 

 

2 
 

Retain the State Annexation Sales Tax Credit 
 

   

Monitoring. Leadership in House and Senate have indicated it is not on 
the table at this early stage in budget negotiations. 
 

 

3 

 

$5M for the next phase of the NE 132nd 
Interchange ramp design and for it to be 
included in any statewide transportation pkg 
 

   

1/30 - Rep Springer emailed Chair Clibborn formal requests.  
        - Rep Habib sent Chair Clibborn a formal request. 
2/14 – Project shared w/Chair Clibborn and Sen. Tom @ AWC lobby day. 
 

 

4 

 

Eliminate the $10 million ongoing diversion of 
liquor taxes and reinstate local share of excess 
liquor profits 
 

 

HB 1368 
 

SB 5703 

 

Rep Tharinger 
 

Sen Hobbs 

 

2/19 – Heard in House Appropriations 
 

2/11 – First read into Senate Ways & Means 
Neither bill exec'ed out of fiscal committees by cut-off. Discussion of NTIB status pending. 

 

 

5 

 

The development of the Cross-Kirkland 
Corridor including support of continued state 
financial assistance (WWRP) and other tools to 
implement multiple uses including recreation 
and transportation 
 

   

The Cross Kirkland Corridor ranked #2 among the WWRP Proposed Trail 
Projects to be funded in 2013. $500,000 with a $500,000 match.  
 

WWRP part of Capital Budget negotiations.  Capital budget proposals to 
be released after revenue forecast on March 20th. 

 

6 

 

Provide cities with financing options to support 
public/private partnerships 
 

 

HB 1967 
 

Rep. Springer 
 

2/28 – Heard in Finance but not exec'ed; Springer investigating NTIB or 
other means to keep bill in place 
 

 

 

7 

 

Allow local governments the option to award 
contracts to vendors whose pre-tax bid unit 
price is lowest 
 

 

SB 5110 
 

 
HB 1268 

 

Sen Tom 
 

 
Rep Springer 
 

 

2/8 – Amended by Tom on floor. ESSB Passed Yeas, 48; Nays, 0; Excsd, 1 
3/21 – Passed to Rules 
 

2/27 – HB Passed Yeas, 62; Nays, 35; Absent, 0; Excsd, 1  
3/14 – Heard at 10am in Senate Governmental Operations 

 

● 
 

● 

 

Capital Budget Request: $1M for Park Lane 
Pedestrian Corridor 
 
Capital Budget Request: $1.3M for Ped Span 
from SK-TOD to CKC 

 

 
 

Rep. Springer 
 
 
Sen Tom 

 

2/28 – Rep. Springer and Rep. Goodman signed and submitted House 
request form.  Project information submitted to Sen Tom 
 
3/15 – Sen Tom submitted Span from TOD to CKC to Sen. Cap Budget 
 

Attachment A 

Includes: $675 million for local 
government assistance; $897 
million for storm water cleanup; 
$61 million for Complete Streets. 

1953 (Snohomish Co. transit)  
1959 (TBD increase plus 1.5% MVET) 
1898 (Pierce Co. creates smaller TIZ) 
 



Kirkland Bill Tracker: House Bills
(updated 3-22-13)

Attachment B

Bill Title Position Status
Support

HB 1007 Covering of loads on public highways Support
3/9 - Passed yeas, 53; nays, 42; abs, 0; excsd, 3 
3/19 - Hearing scheduled in Transportation

HB 1009 Prohibiting certain liquor self-checkout machines Support
2/25 - Passed yeas, 92; nays, 0; abs, 0; excsd, 6  
3/29- Public Hearing Commerce & Labor

HB 1016
Designating facilities and infrastructure of water 
purveyors as essential public facilities under GMP Support

2/18 - Passed yeas, 87; nays, 9; abs, 0; excsd, 2   
3/18 - Hearing scheduled in Sen Gov Ops

HB 1045
Authorizing certain local authories to establish 
maximum speed limits Support

2/18 - Passed yeas, 86; nays, 10; abs, 0; excsd, 2   
3/20 - Transpo passed to Rules Committee

HB 1047
photographs, microphotographs and electronic 
images from traffic safety cameras & toll systems Support

2/22 - Passed yeas, 78; nays, 18; abs, 0; excsd, 2    
2/25 - Read into Sen. Law & Justice

HB 1090

Increasing $ amount for dock construction that does 
not qualify as a substantial dev under SMA Support

3/9 - Passed yeas, 95; nays, 0; abs, 0; excsd, 3     
3/28 - Scheduled hearing in Natural Resources & Parks

HB 1183 Wireless communications Support
2/25 - Passed yeas, 92; nays, 0; abs, 0; excsd, 6                            
3/14 - Heard in Sen. Energy, Enviro & Telecomm

HB 1187 Grants for community outdoor/indoor athletic facil Support 2/7 - Referred to Appropriations

HB 1217
Strengthening the integrity, fairness, and equity in 
Washington's property assessment system. Support

3/5 - Passed yeas, 53; nays, 43; abs, 0; excsd, 2                        
3/25 - Scheduled hearing in Sen. Gov Ops

HB 1253 Concerning the lodging tax Support
3/13 - Passed yeas, 71; nays, 26; abs, 0; excsd, 1              
3/26 - Scheduled hearing in Trade & Econ

HB 1268 Regarding local government purchasing Support
2/27 - Passed yeas, 62; nays, 35; abs, 0; excsd, 1                 
3/14 - Heard in Sen. Gov Ops

HB 1274 local government practices and procedures Support
2/27 - Passed yeas, 88; nays, 9; abs, 0; excsd, 1           
3/18 - Scheduled for hearing in Sen. Gov Ops

HB 1275 Regarding water discharge fees Support 2/22 - Referred to Appropriations

HB 1306
Extending the expiration dates of the local 
infrastructure financing tool program Support

3/9 - Passed yeas, 81; nays, 16; abs, 0; excsd, 1           
3/12 - First read, and referred to Ways & Means

HB 1315 Criminal justice training funding Support First read 1/23 in Appropriations

HB 1324 Transferring ferry & FCZD authorities to MKCC Support
3/7 - Passed yeas, 97; nays, 0; abs, 0; excsd, 1                
3/11 - First read, referred to Sen Gov Ops

HB 1368
Distribution of state liquor revenues to cities and 
counties Support 2/19 - Heard in Appropriations

HB 1401 Timing of penalties under the GMA Support
3/8 - Passed yeas, 89; nays, 9; abs, 0; excsd, 0           
3/25 - Scheduled hearing in Sen Gov Ops

HB 1512
Fire suppression water facilities and services 
provided by municipal & other purveyors Support

3/4 - Passed yeas, 97; nays, 0; abs, 0; excsd, 1       
3/25 - Scheduled hearing in Sen. Gov Ops

HB 1654
Regional fire protection service authority within the 
boundaries of a single city Support

3/9 - Passed yeas, 60; nays, 37; abs, 0; excsd, 1           
3/28 - Scheduled haring in Sen Gov Ops

SHB 1898
Concerning funding enhanced public transportation 
zones for public transportation systems Support 3/13 - Returned to Rules for second reading

HB 1953 Concerning local option transportation revenue. Support 3/13 - Returned to Rules for second reading
HB 1954 Concerning transportation revenue Support 2/22 - First read, Transportation
HB 1955 Concerning additive transportation funding Support 2/22 - First read, Transportation
HB 1959 Concerning local transportation revenue Support 3/13 - Returned to Rules for second reading

Neutral 

Oppose
HB 1232 rental vouchers to a registered sex offender Oppose 2/22 - Referred to Appropriations

HB 1440
Ensuring fairness to employers by protecting 
employees Oppose 3/13 - Returned to Rules for second reading

HB 1559
Requiring crisis intervention training for peace 
officers

Oppose 
(w/conditions) 2/22 - Referred to Appropriations

SHB 1652

Establishing a process for the payment of impact 
fees through provisions stipulated in recorded 
covenants. Oppose/amend

3/6 - Passed yeas, 73; nays, 24; abs, 0; excsd, 1          
3/28 - Scheduled hearing in Sen. Gov Ops

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1007.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1009.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=1016&year=2013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1045.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1047.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1090.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1183.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1187.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1217.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1253.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1268.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1274.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1275.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1306.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1315.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1324.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1368.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1401.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1512.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1654.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1898-S.pdf
mailto:http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/1953.pdf
mailto:http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/1954.pdf
mailto:http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/1955.pdf
mailto:http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/1959.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1232.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1440.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1559.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1652.pdf


Kirkland Bill Tracker: Senate Bills
(updated 3-22-13)

Attachment B

Bill Title Position Status
Support

SB 5053 Modifying vehicle prowling provisions Support
2/25 - Passed by Senate (48 yeas, 1 xcsd)       
3/14 - Passed to Rules   

SB 5103
Grants for community outdoor and indoor 
athletic facilities Support 1/30 - Heard in Ways & Means

SB 5110 Local government purchasing Support
2/8 - Passed by Senate (48 yeas, 1 xcsd)                                                                         
3/21 - Passed to Rules

SB 5113
Concerning the enforcement of speed 
limits on roads within condominium asscs Support

2/8 - Passed by Senate (49 yeas)                                       
3/21 - Exec Action taken in Transpo

SB 5323 Nuisance abatement assessment Support
2/25 - Passed by Senate (46 yeas, 3 xcsd)              
3/29 - Schd Exec session  

SB 5349
Revising alternative public works contracting 
procedures

Support  
"strongly"

2/26 - Passed by Senate (49 yeas, 0 nays)                          
3/8 - Heard in Capital Budget. 3/15 - Schd Exec 

SB 5606

Fire suppression water facilities and 
services provided by municipal & other 
purveyors Support

3/5 - Passed by Senate (45 yeas, 2 nays)                                                         
3/22 - Passed to Rules

SB 5703
Distribution of state liquor revenues to 
cities and counties Support 2/11 - First Read into Ways & Means

Neutral

Oppose

ESB 5378 Building code amendments Oppose
3/7 - Passed by Senate (33 yeas, 14 nays)         
3/26, 28, 29 - Schd Exec Session    

SB 5532
Requiring crisis intervention training for 
peace officers

Oppose 
2/22 - referred to Ways & Means

SB 5658 Concerning mercury-containing lights Oppose
3/13 - Passed by Senate (26 yeas, 23 nays)                  
3/27 - Scheduled hearing in Environment 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5053.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5103.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5110.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5113.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5323.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5349.pdf
mailto:http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Bills/5606.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5703.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5378.E.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5532.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5658.pdf
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PROJECT: South Kirkland TOD/Cross Kirkland Corridor Pedestrian Bridge (multi-modal connection) 
 

Kirkland supports $2.5 million in funding for the design and construction of an ADA accessible multi-
modal connection between the new South Kirkland Transit Oriented Development public parking 
garage and the Cross Kirkland Corridor (former BNSF rail-line).  This project will build off the federal 
government’s 2007 Urban Partnership grant. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 

The South Kirkland Transit Oriented Development (TOD) is a collaboration between the federal 
government, the state of Washington, King County, the Cities of Kirkland and Bellevue, and Polygon 
Northwest and is located immediately southwest of the Cross Kirkland Corridor (aka the East Side 
Rail Corridor -- the former BNSF Eastside Rail line).  The TOD will include two four to five story 
buildings for 239 residential units (181 market rate; 58 affordable units) and ground floor commercial 
space, a 295 stall parking garage for tenants and customers, and a public open space.  The multi-
partner collaboration to develop the TOD is also providing a new 530 stall public parking garage that 
will be located on the south east portion of the TOD site.  All components of the TOD will include 
green building techniques. The federal government provided a $6M grant for the TOD as well as 
$41M for bus transit across the SR 520 Bridge.    
 
In addition to the public parking garage, King County METRO’s portion of the Project includes the 
redesign of the surface parking lot and upgraded more efficient transit loading area.  At completion, 
the Park and Ride facility will provide an increase of parking stalls from the existing 603 to 
approximately 850. 
 
The seven acre site is located in both the City of Kirkland and the City of Bellevue, and in October 
2011, after an extensive RFQ/RFP process Polygon Northwest was selected as the preferred master 
developer for the Project. Imagine Housing, a nonprofit affordable housing developer, will construct 
the affordable housing building.   
 
Severe elevation differences of 30-60 feet between the new public parking garage and the Cross 
Kirkland Corridor, owned by the City of Kirkland, prevent easy access between these two facilities.  
During development of the garage, provisions were made to accommodate a future multi-modal 
connection between the garage and the CKC, however no funding was available for final design and 
construction.  In order to maximize access to the new CKC, currently being master planned for a 
multi-modal transit corridor between Bellevue and Kirkland’s Totem Lake Urban Center, a connection 
span between the garage and CKC is critical. 
 
Funding is being sought to design and construct the Connection, an enclosed elevator structure and 
covered pedestrian bridge that will be incorporated into the new parking garage.  If designed and 
constructed as envisioned, multi-modal access between Transit operations, the Parking garage, and 
CKC will be dramatically improved. 
 
In the event that $2.5M is not available, the Project could be phased such that the stairwell could be 
constructed with an elevator added at a later time. $1.3M for phase one and $1.2M for phase two. A 
sidewalk down 108th would provide ADA accessibility during phase one. 

 
CITY OF KIRKLAND CONTACTS:  
Ray Steiger, Deputy Director of Public Works, 425-587-3801 
Lorrie McKay, Intergovernmental Relations Manager, 425-587-3009 

mailto:dgodfrey@kirklandwa.gov
mailto:lmckay@kirklandwa.gov


 

 

 

 

 

 

South Kirkland Transit Oriented Development 
(Cross Kirkland Corridor Multi-modal Connection) 

Representation of proposed span 

Cross section of TOD garage and proposed span 

Transit Loading Area  

CKC 
Transit loading 

area 
 



 
 
March 22, 2013 
 
 
Honorable Dave Upthegrove, Chair 
Honorable Shelly Short, Ranking Member 
House Environment Committee 
304 John L. O’Brien Building 
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 
 
 
RE: City of Kirkland Opposition to Senate Bill 5658. 
 
Dear Chair Upthegrove, Ranking Member Short and Honorable Members of the House 
Environment Committee, 
 
The City of Kirkland opposes the narrowly approved Senate Bill 5658 concerning 
mercury-containing lights and urges the House Environment Committee not to move 
the bill. 
 
The Light-cycle Washington Program should be implemented as intended by the State 
Legislature in 2010 and per the reasonable rules established by the Department of 
Ecology.  Senate Bill 5658 guts the Mercury-Containing Lights Recycling Law, removes 
the responsibilities from manufacturers, and does not provide solutions for how a 
statewide recycling program will be adequately financed.   
 
As drafted, SB 5658 would: 
 

• Remove requirements for full financing from manufacturers and shifts burdens 
on to retailers;  
 

• Unnecessarily burden consumers with a tax-like financing mechanism;  
 

• Does not clearly assign responsibility to lighting manufacturers or any entity to 
ensure financing for recycling of all lamps sold, which creates uncertainty 
about  sufficient funding for the program; and 

 
• Delay the recycling program start and terminates the program prematurely while 

mercury lights will still be on the market and in use in people’s homes. 
 
The City of Kirkland is a strong advocate of extended producer responsibility (EPR) in 
the State of Washington.  In 2009, we were pleased to observe the successful 
implementation of the State’s first EPR program known as E-Cycle Washington.  Since 
its inception, over 163 million pounds of electronics have been responsibly recycled 
through this program funded entirely by electronics manufacturers. 
 



 
In 2010, we were equally as impressed to see that the Washington State Legislature 
determined that the manufacturers of mercury-containing lights should be similarly 
responsible for establishing a manufacturer-funded mercury-containing light take back 
program for Washington State residents.  This new program was to be implemented 
effective January 1, 2013 along with a new law - RCW 70.275.080 - which requires that 
all residents and businesses in Washington recycle their end-of-life mercury-containing 
lights.   The implementation of the new program was delayed due to litigation brought 
by the National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) against the Washington 
State Department of Ecology.  Despite the litigation, we are pleased that the 
implementation of the new EPR program called, “Light-cycle Washington” has already 
begun and is moving forward under a new contract with EcoLights, the proponent 
selected on March 8 by the Department of Ecology to be the stewardship contractor 
and program implementation coordinator. 
  
Mercury harms the brain, liver and kidneys and causes developmental disorders in 
children. It persists in the environment and bio-accumulates in the food web. Mercury, 
from a variety of sources, has polluted Washington’s water bodies resulting in fish 
advisories warning pregnant women and young children not to eat certain fish. At the 
current time, only a small percentage of household lamps are properly recycled. This 
means that these lights are being disposed in the garbage, releasing mercury into our 
air, water, and soil. 
 
We strongly urge that you not to pass SB 5658. Washington State can longer be 
without an effective take back program for mercury containing lights.  Please give the 
Light-cycle Washington Program a chance to work, flourish, and help our environment 
as we have witnessed with the E-Cycle Washington Program.  If you have any 
questions concerning Kirkland’s opposition to SB 5658, please do not hesitate to contact 
John MacGillivray at (425) 587-3804 or by email at jmacgillivray@kirklandwa.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 
City of Kirkland 

 
By Joan McBride, Mayor 
 
 
Cc: House Environment Committee Members 
 Kirkland’s House Delegation Members 

Kirkland City Council 
 Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 Pam Bissonnette, Interim Public Works Director 
 Ray Steiger, P.E., Deputy Public Works Director 
 Lorrie McKay, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
 Jenny Gaus, Surface Water Engineering Supervisor 
 John MacGillivray, Solid Waste Programs Lead 

mailto:jmacgillivray@kirklandwa.gov
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