
 

CITY OF KIRKLAND 
City Manager's Office 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  98033  425.587.3001 
www. kirklandwa.gov 

 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Lorrie McKay, Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
 
Date: March 7, 2014 
 
Subject: Resolution Supporting Lake Washington School District Ballot Measure on the 

April 2014 ballot. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
City Council holds a public hearing and considers the attached Resolution expressing support for 
Lake Washington School District’s proposed Bond Measure, which will be on a special election 
ballot on April 22, 2014. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
Lake Washington School District is a high-performing public school district serving Kirkland, 
Redmond, and Sammamish, Washington. It is the sixth largest district in the state of 
Washington, with over 26,000 students in 51 schools. 
 
In the February 2014 special election, the School District’s bond measure Proposition No. 3 was 
narrowly defeated. While proposition 3 received 58% support, it fell shy of the 60% 
supermajority required for passage.  Following the February election, the district secured a 
research firm to conduct a random sample, statistically valid community survey to understand 
why the measure did not pass.  The survey found that the highest negative influence was the 
total amount of the bond ($755 million) and concern about tax increases (Attachment A). 
 
At its March 3 meeting, the Lake Washington School District Board of Directors voted to place a 
smaller $404 million bond measure on the April 22 ballot (Attachment B).  The bonds would 
build schools to house projected enrollment growth and reduce current overcrowding. 
 
Cost of the measure to taxpayers is estimated to be 25 cents per thousand dollars of assessed 
value. That would amount to about $124 per year for the owner of the average home in Lake 
Washington School District, valued at approximately $495,000.  
 
The following projects are part of the April 22 measure: 
 3 new elementary schools (two in Redmond and one in Kirkland); 
 1 new middle school in Redmond; 
 The re-build and expansion of Juanita High School in Kirkland; 
 The STEM focused high school on the Juanita High School campus in Kirkland; and, 
 An addition at Lake Washington High School in Kirkland. 

Council Meeting:  03/18/2014 
Agenda:  Public Hearings 
Item #:   9. b.



 

 

 
Projects that were part of the February 2014 ballot, but are not included in the April ballot 
measure are:  

• Modernizing Kamiakin and Evergreen Middle Schools;  
• Modernizing Peter Kirk, Mead, and Rockwell Elementary Schools;  
• Adding an internationally-focused grades 6-12 secondary school in Sammamish and 

adding on to Eastlake High School.  
 
These projects would likely be considered for an additional ballot measure in 2018. The district 
suggests that this plan significantly reduces the overall cost of the 2014 measure but allows the 
district to address the most urgent needs now.  The district plans to continue to engage in 
community dialogue with respect to its approach to modernization. 
 
Additional information about the bond can be found on the Lake Washington School District 
website at: http://www.lwsd.org/News/April-2014-Bond/Pages/default.aspx  
 
 
Resolution Supporting Lake Washington School District No. 414 Ballot Measure: 
The attached resolution corresponds to and expresses the Council’s support for the Lake 
Washington School District No. 414’s April 2014 ballot measure.  
 
Under RCW 42.17A.55, the Council may vote on a resolution to support or oppose a ballot 
proposition “so long as (a) any required notice of the meeting includes the title and number of 
the ballot proposition, and (b) members of the legislative body or members of the public are 
afforded an approximately equal opportunity for the expression of any opposing view;…” 
 
Following the public hearing, the Council should consider the resolution and may approve or 
reject the resolution, modify the resolution, ask staff to provide additional information for action 
at a later date, or take no action on the resolution. 
 
 
Attachments: A. Lake Washington School District 2014 Community Survey 

B. Board of Directors of Lake Washington School District No. 414 Resolution  
No. 2178 
Resolution in support of LWSD Proposition 1: the General Obligation Bonds 
measure - $404,000,000. 

 
   
 

http://www.lwsd.org/News/April-2014-Bond/Pages/default.aspx
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RESOLUTION R-5042 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
STATING THE CITY COUNCIL’S SUPPORT FOR PROPOSITION NO. 1, 
THE LAKE WASHINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 414 GENERAL 
OBLIGATION BONDS - $404,000,000.  
 
 WHEREAS, on April 22, 2014, voters in the City of Kirkland will 
decide whether to approve Proposition No. 1, the Lake Washington 
School District general obligation bonds measure; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the schools of Lake Washington School District face 
overcrowding and there is a critical need for additional classroom 
space; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the current enrollment of the Lake Washington 
School District is nearing the total capacity of the District and the 
District is expecting an additional 4,000 students in the next eight 
years; and 
 

WHEREAS, in order to build schools to house projected 
enrollment growth and reduce current overcrowding, the Board of 
Directors of the Lake Washington School District adopted a resolution 
to place a $404 million general obligation bonds measure on the April 
22 ballot; and 
 
 WHEREAS, if successful, the $404 million bonds measure would 
fund construction of a new elementary school in Kirkland, the 
reconstruction of Juanita High School, a new STEM (science, 
technology and mathematics) focused school on the Juanita campus, 
and an addition to Lake Washington High School, among other 
projects; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the investment in top-quality education for our 
children is an important part of the quality of life enjoyed by Kirkland 
residents; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to State law, RCW 42.17A.555, the City 
Council desires to show its support for Proposition No. 1, the Lake 
Washington School general obligation bonds measure; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the 
City of Kirkland as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The City Council hereby supports Proposition No. 1, 
the Lake Washington School District No. 414 General Obligation Bonds 
- $404, 0000,000.   
 

Council Meeting:  03/18/2014 
Agenda:  Public Hearings 
Item #:   9. b.



R-5042 

 
- 2 - 

 

Section 2.  The City Council hereby urges Kirkland voters to 
support the Lake Washington School District general obligation bond 
measure to ensure continued high quality education to the benefit of 
our community and quality of life.  
 
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 
meeting this _____ day of __________, 2014. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this ____ day of __________, 
2014.  
 
 
 
    ____________________________ 
    MAYOR 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________ 
City Clerk 
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