
WAC 392-151-025 
 
Route plans. 
 
Suggested route plans shall be developed for 
each elementary school that has students who 
walk to and from school. It shall recommend 
school routes based on considerations of 
traffic patterns, existing traffic controls, and 
other crossing protection aids such as school 
patrols. These route plans shall limit the 
number of school crossings so that students 
move through the crossings in groups, 
allowing only one entrance-exit from each 
block to and from school. The route to school 
plan shall be distributed to all students with 
instructions that it be taken home and 
discussed with the parents. 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.385. WSR 
96-22-057 (Order 96-17), § 392-151-025, 
filed 11/1/96, effective 12/2/96; Order 7-75, § 
392-151-025, filed 12/22/75. Formerly WAC 
392-24-220.] 
 
(Title 392 of the WAC covers the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction.) 

 

 

CITY OF KIRKLAND 
Department of Public Works 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  98033  425.587.3800 
www.kirklandwa.gov 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: David Godfrey, P.E., Transportation Engineering Manager 
 Pam Bissonnette, Interim Public Works Director 
  
Date: March 6, 2014  
 
Subject: Resolution adopting Kirkland School Walk Routes 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Council adopts a Resolution (Attached) officially defining school 
walk routes in the City of Kirkland based on routes established by the Lake Washington School 
District and allowing the routes to be updated and amended in the future.   
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 
 
In keeping with Washington Administrative Code 
(WAC)  392-151-025 (boxed text at right), school 
walk routes are established by the Lake Washington 
School District (District) for each elementary school 
in Kirkland.  These routes have been provided to 
the City of Kirkland and are included in Kirkland’s 
GIS system but are not currently officially 
recognized by Kirkland legislation.  
 
The purpose of the attached resolution is to 
acknowledge a specific set of Kirkland school walk 
routes that can be updated and amended by future 
Council action.  The City of Kirkland has made a 
strong commitment in its Active Transportation Plan 
to invest significantly in sidewalks and crosswalks 
along school walk routes.  Plan examples include:  
 
Objective G4.1 Complete sidewalk on one side of 
all school walk route segments of all arterials and 
collector streets by 2019. 
 
Strategy G4.1.1 Select projects for CIP funding 
 
Objective G4.2 Complete sidewalk on one side of highest priority school walk route segments 
of all arterials and collector streets by 2016. 
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Because the routes can be updated and changed by the District from time to time, it is helpful 
for the City to establish a particular set of routes as a benchmark around which Kirkland can 
plan and implement capital budgets.  Establishing a particular set of routes is necessary to 
measure progress toward these goals.  In addition, school walk routes are sometimes referred 
to in other Kirkland legislation, plans or regulations, and it is therefore preferable to refer to an 
“official” set of Kirkland routes. 
 
The maps provided to the City by the District describe in detail the preferred walk routes within 
approximately a mile of each school.  The District route maps have not changed since 2004. 
 
Figure 1 is a sample of such a map.  Routes are primarily along collector and local streets1 but 
can also include trails and paths.  Walk routes are designated by the School District but take 
into account existing sidewalks and pedestrian crossings and in that way are coordinated with 
the City’s infrastructure.   
 
Figure 1 A portion of the A.G. Bell Elementary School Walk Route 

 
 
 
The City of Kirkland has compiled these maps into a more compact format that designates the 
entire street public right of way segments and trail segments as the Kirkland walk routes, rather 
than a sidewalk or segment on one side of the street or the other as is often the case in the 
District walk route maps.  For example, in the map above, the Kirkland walk route would 
include the entire public right of way of the NE 112th Street segments, not just the north side 
where the black arrows are on the District map.  This public right of way definition is included in 

                                                           
1 Street classifications include, in order of general size and volume carried; Principal Arterials, Minor Arterials, 
Collector and Local streets. 
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the resolution.  This is an important definition when the City is committing to construct a 
sidewalk “on one side” of District school walk routes as it provides greater flexibility for the 
City’s investment as it can be on either side of the street.  The definition also applies when the 
City adopts zoning or regulations around walk routes.  For example, if the City wanted to allow 
or prohibit certain uses on properties abutting school walk routes, based on the Kirkland walk 
route definition that regulation would apply to properties on both sides of the right of way.   
Without that clarification, it could be argued that such a regulation would only apply to 
properties on the side of the route where the District has placed black arrows.  Route mapping 
is maintained by the City’s Information Technology Department as part of the Geographic 
Information System.  This format is shown in Figure 2.   
 
The District is likely to make changes to routes in the future as schools are expanded, 
development or traffic patterns change, school locations change, new schools are constructed, 
or as new connections (such as certain segments of the Cross Kirkland Corridor) are identified.   
 
When such changes are made City maps will be most likely be updated accordingly.  However 
the City could choose not to automatically update the Kirkland walk route map if there was a 
sufficient policy reason not to do so.  The City may also choose to update the routes over time 
based on City priorities for sidewalk, crosswalk and trail improvements that may be in addition 
to or separate from District changes.  Updating the Kirkland school walk routes would require 
future legislative action by the Council.    
 
The above points are included for Council’s consideration in the attached resolution.   
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Figure 2 Kirkland School Walk Routes 



RESOLUTION R-5040 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
ADOPTING THE KIRKLAND SCHOOL WALK ROUTES. 
 
 WHEREAS, in Washington State, school districts are 
responsible for developing a walking route for each elementary school 
in the district under Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 392-151-
025; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Lake Washington School District has suggested 
school walk routes within a one-mile radius of each Kirkland 
elementary school; and 
 

WHEREAS, the elementary school walk routes are intended to 
promote the safety, health and well-being of children as they walk and 
bike to school; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Kirkland uses the suggested Lake 
Washington School District (District) elementary school walk routes for 
capital project planning, funding and implementation, transportation 
planning, funding and implementation, as well as zoning; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council desires to formally adopt the 
District’s elementary school walk routes as Kirkland School Walk 
Routes for purposes of capital project planning, funding and 
implementation, transportation planning, funding and implementation, 
as well as land use planning, zoning and regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, for the purposes of the City, when a walk route is 
along a segment of a public right of way, the entire width of  the 
public right of way for that segment shall be considered a Kirkland 
School Walk Route; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Kirkland School Walk Routes may be updated 
from time to time to reflect changes to routes identified by the District 
or changes desired by the City Council; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the 
City of Kirkland as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The Kirkland School Walk Routes, as described by 
mapping data maintained by the City of Kirkland on March 18, 2014, 
and as illustrated on Exhibit A and by this reference incorporated, 
are adopted.  
 
 Section 2.  For the purposes of the City, when a walk route 
segment is along a public right of way, the entire width of the public 
right of way for that segment shall be considered a Kirkland School 
Walk Route. 
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 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 
meeting this _____ day of __________, 2014. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this ____ day of __________, 
2014.  
 
 
 
    ____________________________ 
    MAYOR 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________ 
City Clerk 

 
 
 
 



R-5040 
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