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Department of Finance & Administration 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  98033  425.587.3100 
www.ci.kirkland.wa.us 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Tracey Dunlap, Director of Finance and Administration 
 Michael Olson, Deputy Director 
 
Date: March 3, 2011 
 
Subject: Align Renewal of Regulatory Licenses to the Business License Renewal Date 
 
 
Recommendation 
Council adopts the attached ordinances amending the Kirkland Municipal Code so that 
regulatory licenses for Cabarets and Amusements Games are renewed at the same time that 
the business license is renewed. The ordinances also modernize the language including 
streamlining the eligibility provisions and make license approval an administrative function 
rather than a City Council action.   
 
The Council Finance Committee reviewed the proposed amendments at the February 22, 2011 
meeting and recommended forwarding them to the full Council for adoption. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
Negligible impact to revenues as changes to renewal dates would be phased in throughout the 
year by pro-rating payments for the regulatory license resulting in some payments being 
received earlier and some later depending on the implementation date of the change.   
 
Background 
Currently regulatory licenses for Cabaret and Amusement Games such as pool tables, juke 
boxes and electronic games expire and must be renewed annually on December 31.   
 
There were 24 regulatory licenses issued in 2010 (13 cabaret, 7 Pool Tables, 2 Juke Boxes and 
2 Amusement Games) to 15 businesses, 2 of which were outside Kirkland city limits (companies 
that place pool tables, Juke boxes, and electronic games at locations within the city).  2010 
revenue for these licenses was $3,425.  
 
In preparing the amendment to align the renewal dates, the City Attorney’s Office has 
recommended additional revisions to modernize the language, streamline eligibility provisions, 
and make approval an administrative rather than Council action, which are noted in the 
attached code sections in the ordinances following this memo. 
 
In response to inquiries regarding the purpose of the regulatory licenses, the police have noted 
that from an operational point of view, the value of the regulatory license is that the license 
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provides a real tool for law enforcement in that certain provisions garner greater establishment 
oversight of patron behavior and self policing, for fear of non-compliance enforcement.  It has 
proved quite useful in gaining cooperation from problem establishments in the past. 
 
Aligning the regulatory license renewal dates with the business license renewal dates will 
provide greater efficiencies and simplification with the implementation of EnerGov software 
(which will be the database for Business Licenses and Regulatory Licenses) as well as 
processing and administrative efficiencies for staff.  It should streamline the process from the 
customer perspective, as they will be able to renew their licenses at the same time. 
 
The annual cost of regulatory licenses is detailed in the table below and no changes are 
recommended to the current fee schedule: 
 

Regulatory License Annual Fee 
Cabaret with music and 
dancing 

$250 

Cabaret with music only $100 
Pool Tables $50 each 
Juke Boxes $50 each 
Amusement Games $50 each 

 
 
 



 
ORDINANCE 4293 

 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO THE 
LICENSING AND REGULATION OF CABARETS. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Kirkland do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  Kirkland Municipal Code (“KMC”) Section 7.20.010 is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
7.20.010 Definitions. 
(a)    “Cabaret” means any room, place or space whatsoever in the city 
in which any music, singing, dancing or other similar entertainment is 
permitted in connection with any hotel, restaurant, cafe, club, tavern, 
eating place, directly or indirectly selling, serving, or providing the 
public, with or without charge, food, or liquor. The words “music” and 
“entertainment” as used herein in this chapter shall not apply to 
radios, televisions, juke boxes or similar mechanical devices. 
(b)    “Liquor” means all beverages defined shall have the definition set 
forth in RCW 66.04.200010. 
(c)    “Person” means one or more natural persons of either sex, firms, 
copartnerships and corporations; whether acting by themselves or by 
servant, agent or employee any individual, partnership, corporation, 
trust, incorporated or unincorporated association, marital community, 
joint venture, governmental entity, or other entity or group of persons 
however organized. 
 

Section 2.  KMC Section 7.20.020 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 
7.20.020 License required. 
It is unlawful for any person to conduct, manage or operate a cabaret 
unless such person is the holder of a valid and subsisting current 
license from the city to do so, obtained in the manner herein provided 
as provided in this chapter. 
 

Section 3.  KMC Section 7.20.030 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 
7.20.030 License—Persons ineligible. 
No license shall be issued to: 
(1)    A person who has not resided in the state of Washington for at 
least one month prior to making application A natural person who has 
not attained the age of 21 years, except that licenses may be issued to 
persons who have attained the age of 18 years with respect to 
cabarets where no intoxicating liquors are served or provided; 
(2)    A person who has been convicted of or forfeited bail for any of 
the following within three years prior to filing the application: 
(A)    A felony which is reasonably related to a person’s fitness or 
ability to conduct, manage or operate a cabaret; 
(B)    A violation of any federal or state law or city ordinance 
concerning the manufacture, possession, or sale of liquor; or 

Council Meeting:  03/15/2011 
Agenda:  Other Business 
Item #:   8. h. (1). a.



O-4293 
 

-2- 

(C)    A violation of any federal or state law or city ordinance 
concerning the manufacture, possession or sale of narcotics; 
(A)    A crime involving the use of force or violence upon the person of 
another, 
(B)    A crime: 
(i)    Involving sexual misconduct, such as rape, prostitution or 
indecent liberties, or 
(ii)    Involving conduct which would violate Sections 11.20.200 
through 11.20.300, 
(C)    A crime involving dangerous weapons, narcotics, controlled 
substances or dangerous drugs that amounts to a felony, or 
(D)    A crime of fraud or attempted fraud; 
(3)    A person whose place of business is conducted by a manager or 
agent, unless such manager or agent possesses the same 
qualifications required of the licensee; 
(4)    A copartnership, unless all members of the partnership are 
thereof shall be qualified to obtain a license under this chapter as 
provided herein; 
(5)    A corporation, unless all of its the officers, directors and 
stockholders are thereof shall be qualified to obtain a license under 
this chapteras provided herein. The cabaret Such license shall be 
issued to the manager or operator of the cabaret other directing head 
thereof.  
 

Section 4.  KMC Section 7.20.040 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 
7.20.040 License—Application—Procedure. 
Any person desiring such a license shall file written application with the 
city on forms provided by the city for that purpose. Fifteen dollars shall 
be deposited with the city when application is made. This deposit will 
be applied to costs, if any, charged to the city for investigation. Upon 
filing, such application shall be presented to the city council and before 
acting on same the city council shall refer such application to the city 
manager who in conjunction with the police department shall conduct 
a full investigation as to the truth of the statements contained therein, 
and as to any and all other matters which might tend to aid the city 
council in determining whether or not such application should be 
granted. The police department shall forward the results of its 
investigation to the Director of Finance, who shall issue or deny the 
license based on whether the application meets the requirements of 
this chapter.  An applicant may appeal the denial of a cabaret license 
utilizing the appeal procedures set forth in KMC 7.02.250.  After the 
city manager has reported back to the council the result of such 
investigation, if the council is satisfied that the statements contained in 
such application are true, the council shall direct the issuance of the 
license applied for; provided, however, that if the council is not 
satisfied that the application should be granted, then the council shall, 
upon at least ten days’ notice to the applicant, holding a hearing upon 
such application, at which time the applicant shall be given an 
opportunity to prove by competent evidence that the applicant and all 
persons having an interest in the proposed cabaret satisfy the 
requirements of Section 7.20.030 and that none of them have within 
the time specified therein been convicted of or forfeited bail for any of 
the offenses listed in Section 7.20.030(3) or Section 7.20.030(6). If 
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after such hearing the council shall find from a preponderance of the 
evidence that the foregoing facts have been established, it shall direct 
the issuance of the license applied for. If after such hearing the council 
shall find that the foregoing facts have not been established by the 
evidence, the application shall be denied. The action of the city council 
upon such a hearing shall be final. Whether or not the license 
application is approved, the applicant is responsible for costs charged 
to the city in connection with the investigation of the license 
application. Any refund due the applicant out of the deposit shall be 
paid after the city council has made a final decision on the application. 
 

Section 5.  KMC Section 7.20.070 is hereby repealed.  A new 
KMC 7.20.070 is hereby adopted to read as follows: 
 
7.20.070 License issuance. 
Cabaret licenses shall be issued with the applicant’s business license 
and shall renew and expire at the same time as the applicant’s 
business license.  In the event an applicant for a cabaret license 
already has a city business license, the initial term of the cabaret 
license shall expire at the same time as the business license. 
 

Section 6.  KMC Section 7.20.080 is hereby repealed.  A new 
KMC 7.20.080 is hereby adopted to read as follows: 

 
7.20.080 Licenses—Revocation—Causes—Notice—Hearing. 
The city may suspend or revoke a cabaret license if it determines the 
cabaret license was obtained through fraud or misrepresentation or 
that the license holder has failed to comply with the provisions of this 
chapter.  The city shall utilize the procedures set forth in KMC 7.02.270 
for the purpose of suspending or revoking a cabaret license. 
 

Section 7.  KMC Section 7.20.100 is hereby repealed.   
 
Section 8.   If any provision of this ordinance or its 

application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 
remainder of the ordinance, or the application of the provision to other 
persons or circumstances is not affected. 
 
 Section 9.  This ordinance shall be in force and effect five days 
from and after its passage by the Kirkland City Council and publication 
pursuant to Section 1.08.017, Kirkland Municipal Code in the summary 
form attached to the original of this ordinance and by this reference 
approved by the City Council. 
 
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 
meeting this _____ day of ______________, 2011. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this _____ day of 
________________, 2011. 
 
 
    ______________________________ 
    MAYOR 
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Attest: 
 
 
____________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
____________________________ 
City Attorney 
 
 



 
 

 
PUBLICATION SUMMARY 
OF ORDINANCE NO. 4293 

 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO THE 
LICENSING AND REGULATION OF CABARETS. 
 
 SECTION 1. Amends Kirkland Municipal Code (“KMC”) 
Section 7.20.010, relating to definitions in the City’s cabaret ordinance. 
 
 SECTION 2. Amends KMC Section 7.20.020 relating to 
cabaret licensing. 
 
 SECTION 3. Amends KMC Section 7.20.030 relating to 
cabaret licensing eligibility. 
 
 SECTION 4. Amends KMC Section 7.20.040 relating to 
cabaret licensing procedures. 
 
 SECTION 5. Repeals existing KMC Section 7.20.070 and 
adopts a new KMC Section 7.20.070 relating to cabaret license 
issuance. 
 
 SECTION 6. Repeals existing KMC Section 7.20.080 and 
adopts a new KMC Section 7.20.080 relating to cabaret license 
revocation procedures. 
 
 SECTION 7. Repeals KMC Section 7.20.100 relating to the 
applicability of cabaret licensing requirements. 
 
 SECTION 8. Provides a severability clause for the ordinance.   
 
 SECTION 9. Authorizes publication of the ordinance by 
summary, which summary is approved by the City Council pursuant to 
Section 1.08.017 Kirkland Municipal Code and establishes the effective 
date as five days after publication of summary. 
 
 The full text of this Ordinance will be mailed without charge to 
any person upon request made to the City Clerk for the City of 
Kirkland.  The Ordinance was passed by the Kirkland City Council at its 
meeting on the _____ day of _____________________, 2011. 
 
 I certify that the foregoing is a summary of Ordinance 
__________ approved by the Kirkland City Council for summary 
publication. 
 
 
    ________________________________ 
    City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE 4294 

 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND RELATING TO THE 
LICENSING OF AMUSEMENT DEVICES. 
 
 
 The City Council of the City of Kirkland do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  Kirkland Municipal Code (“KMC”) Section 7.12.010 is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
7.12.010 Definitions. 
(a)    “Amusement device” means any machine, table, board, or other 
device designed to be operated or played upon the payment by 
insertion or otherwise of cash or other valuable consideration and 
includes but is not limited to iron claw machines, cranes, 
shuffleboards, miniature bowling machines, pool, bumper pool or 
billiard tables, and other devices of like kind, including pinball 
machines, and flipper machines and video games except those that 
may now or hereafter be deemed “gambling devices” pursuant to RCW 
Chapter 9.46. 
(b)    “Cigarette vending machines” means any automatic vending 
machines used for the sale of cigarettes and matches and controlled 
by the insertion of a coin or coinsmoney. It does not include machines 
or devices used solely for the vending of service, food or confections. 
(c)    “Distributor” means any person, firm or corporation who leases, 
rents to, or places with others for operation, any amusement device, 
juke box, record player or vending machine as herein defined. 
(d)    “Juke box” or “record player” means any machine or instrument 
designed to be operated or played upon the payment by insertion or 
otherwise of cash or other valuable consideration and used for the 
reproduction of music, and shall include all other devices of like kind, 
nature or purpose and apply wherever the public makes the selection 
of music to be played. 
(e)    “Operator” means any person, firm or corporation who possesses 
or exhibits for use, play or operation any amusement device, vending 
machine or record player not owned by such person, firm or 
corporation. 
(f)    “Owner and operator” means any person, firm or corporation who 
possesses or exhibits for use, play or operation any amusement 
device, vending machine or record player owned by such person, firm 
or corporation. 
 
 Section 2.  Kirkland Municipal Code (“KMC”) Section 7.12.020 is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
7.12.020 License fees. 
(a)    Amusement Devices. Any distributor, owner or operator of an 
amusement device shall pay a license fee of fifty dollars per machine 
per year, payable annually in advance to the director of finance at the 
time of issuance or renewal of the distributor’s, owner’s or operator’s 
business license. 
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(b)    Every distributor, owner or operator of cigarette vending 
machines doing business as such within the city shall pay an annual 
license fee in the sum of fifty dollars for a master license payable 
annually in advance to the director of finance. Also, any distributor, 
owner, operator or user of such cigarette vending machines shall pay 
an additional sum of ten dollars per machine per year, payable 
annually in advance to the director of finance.  Payment shall be made 
at the time of the issuance or renewal of the distributor’s, owner’s or 
operator’s business license. 
It is further required that each cigarette vending machine in the city 
shall be equipped with an electric lock or device to be operated by the 
owner and/or employees only. 
(c)    Juke Box or Record Player. 
(1)    Every “distributor” (as defined in Section 7.12.010(c)) shall pay 
to the city an annual master license fee of one hundred dollars per 
year payable in advance at the time of issuance or renewal of the 
distributor’s business license; 
(2)    Every “operator” (as defined in Section 7.12.010(e)) shall pay to 
the city an annual machine license fee of twenty-five dollars per 
machine per year payable in advance at the time of issuance or 
renewal of the operator’s business license; 
(3)    Every “owner and operator” (as defined in Section 7.12.010(f)) 
shall pay to the city an annual machine license fee of twenty-five 
dollars per year, in advance at the time of issuance or renewal of the 
owner and operator’s business license. 
 
 Section 3.  Kirkland Municipal Code (“KMC”) Section 7.12.050 is 
hereby repealed.  A new KMC Section 7.12.050 is hereby adopted to 
read as follows: 
 
7.12.050 Terms and rates of licenses. 
Licenses issued under this chapter shall be issued by the Finance 
Director with the applicant’s business license and shall renew and 
expire at the same time as the applicant’s business license.  In the 
event an applicant for a license under this chapter already has a city 
business license, the initial term of the license under this chapter shall 
expire at the same time as the business license. 
 
 Section 4.  Kirkland Municipal Code (“KMC”) Section 7.12.060 is 
hereby repealed. 
 
 Section 5.  If any provision of this ordinance or its application 
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the 
ordinance, or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected. 
     
 Section 6.  This ordinance shall be in force and effect five days 
from and after its passage by the Kirkland City Council and publication, 
as required by law. 
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 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 
meeting this _____ day of ______________, 2011. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this _____ day of 
________________, 2011. 
 
 
 
    ______________________________ 
    MAYOR 
 
Attest: 
 
 
____________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
____________________________ 
City Attorney 
 
 


	8h1a_O-4293
	8h1a_O-4293 Pub Summ
	8h1b_O-4294



