
 

CITY OF KIRKLAND 
Department of Public Works 
123 Fifth Avenue, Kirkland, WA  98033  425.587.3800 
www.ci.kirkland.wa.us 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: John MacGillivray, Solid Waste Coordinator 
 Ray Steiger, Interim Public Works Director 
 
Date: February 18, 2010 
 
Subject: Response Letter to Sustainable Kirkland 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION   
It is recommended that the City Council authorize the Mayor to sign the attached response 
letter to Sustainable Kirkland regarding a potential Kirkland food service product polystyrene 
ban. 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION 
Solid Waste staff met with Sustainable Kirkland on November 5, 2009 to discuss their interest in 
supporting plastic bag and polystyrene bans in Kirkland in 2010.  At the meeting, staff advised 
Sustainable Kirkland to select and lend their support to one of the proposed bans and to write a 
letter to the City Council. 
 
Due to our well-established Commercial Organics Program, Kirkland is programmatically well-
positioned to support a polystyrene ban ordinance requiring food producing businesses to use 
approved compostable food service products.  The commercial organics program accepts all 
approved compostable food service products and is provided free of charge to businesses.  
Relative to a plastic bag ban or tax, a polystyrene ban also offers the better opportunity to 
divert waste from the landfill. 
 
FUTURE ACTION 
Solid Waste staff is very interested in partnering with Sustainable Kirkland but is currently 
unable to dedicate any significant amount of time to this project due to the added work load 
resulting from the pending annexation.  Staff will need assistance from Sustainable Kirkland to 
complete many of the tasks needed to gauge overall community interest in a ban, build 
business community consensus, draft a balanced staff report, and make an educated 
recommendation to Council that’s appropriate for Kirkland.  Activities Sustainable Kirkland may 
be able to provide include researching other cities’ ordinances and bans, determining and 
evaluating compliance enforcement mechanisms and costs, determining the costs of 
compostable products relative to polystyrene products, and surveying food producing 
businesses and schools.   
 
Staff will contact representatives from Sustainable Kirkland to schedule a meeting and discuss 
how we can collaborate on this issue. 
 
Any questions can be sent to John MacGillivray, Solid Waste Coordinator at (425) 587-3804 or 
via email at jmacgillivray@ci.kirkland.wa.us  
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March 3, 2010        D R A F T 
 
 
 
Sustainable Kirkland 
c/o Ms. Eileen Kadesh and Mr. Doug Burgesser 
10627 NE 123rd St 
Kirkland, WA 98034 
 
 
RE: Kirkland Polystyrene Ban 
 
Dear Ms. Hoffman, et al., 
 
Thank you for your letter to the Kirkland City Council expressing your support for a ban on 
polystyrene food service products. 
 
We agree that polystyrene packaging can have many substantial negative environmental 
impacts and that compostable and/or recyclable food service products are a more sustainable 
alternative.  Kirkland’s commercial organics collection program could also dovetail well with an 
ordinance requiring the use of compostable food service products. However, we also must 
carefully research, study, and weigh the environmental benefits of a polystyrene ban relative to 
its potential economic impacts on our business community. 
 
We would welcome the opportunity to partner with Sustainable Kirkland and learn more about 
this important issue.  Solid Waste staff has indicated its willingness to meet with you to discuss 
how this initiative may fit into their 2010 work plan and to discuss how Sustainable Kirkland’s 
members may be of assistance in researching other similar legislation, providing education and 
outreach to local food service providers, and in building a community consensus surrounding a 
potential polystyrene ban. 
 
Kirkland Solid Waste staff will contact you to schedule a meeting.  If you have any further 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact John MacGillivray, Solid Waste Coordinator at (425) 
587-3804 or via email at jmacgillivray@ci.kirkland.wa.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kirkland City Council 
 
 
 
by Joan McBride, Mayor 
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