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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Eric Shields, Planning Director 
 Nancy Cox, Development Review Manager 
 
Date: January 23, 2012 
 
Subject: Electronic Readerboard Signs at Schools 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Consider the request of Forest Miller, Director of Facilities for the Lake Washington School 
District, asking that zoning regulations be revised to allow electronic readerboard signs at junior 
high/ middle schools and high schools in Kirkland.  
 
Provide direction to staff on whether such revisions should be considered in the current group 
of miscellaneous code amendments. 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION 
 
Electronic readerboard signs are now allowed only at two high schools: Lake Washington and 
Juanita, both of which are in the RSX zone.  The signs must comply with the following 
regulations: 
 

9.  Electrical signs shall not be permitted except at Lake Washington and Juanita High 
Schools. One pedestal sign with a readerboard having electronic programming is allowed 
at each high school only if: 
a. It is a pedestal sign (see Plate 12) having a maximum of 40 square feet of sign area 

per sign face; 
b. The electronic readerboard is no more than 50 percent of the sign area; 
c. Moving graphics and text or video are not part of the sign; 
d. The electronic readerboard does not change text and/or images at a rate less than 

one every seven seconds and shall be readily legible given the text size and the 
speed limit of the adjacent right-of-way; 

e. The electronic readerboard displays messages regarding public service 
announcements or school events only; 

f. The intensity of the display shall not produce glare that extends to adjacent properties 
and the signs shall be equipped with a device which automatically dims the intensity 
of the lights during hours of darkness; 

g. The electronic readerboard is turned off between 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.; 
h. It is located to have the least impact on surrounding residential properties. 
 
If it is determined that the electronic readerboard constitutes a traffic hazard for any 
reason, the Planning Director may impose additional conditions. 
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Mr. Miller’s letter requests that readerboard signs be allowed at all junior high/ middle schools 
and high schools.  The letter also lists specific schools, but two schools are missing: 
International Community School and Northstar. It’s not clear at this time if those schools are 
intended to be within the scope of the request. I have asked Mr. Miller for clarification, but as of 
this writing I have not received a reply. 
 
The Planning Department recently started discussions with the Planning Commission and 
Houghton Community Council about a new group of miscellaneous zoning code amendments. If 
the City Council is interested in considering Mr. Miller’s request, the proposal could be reviewed 
as part of that group.   The scope of the amendments would involve broadening the number of 
schools and zoning districts where electronic readerboard signs are allowed consistent with the 
above regulations.  In addition, consideration should be given to whether any additional 
restrictions would be appropriate given the specific locations of the other schools. We expect 
that the Planning Commission and Houghton Community Council will forward to the City Council 
their recommendations on the proposed amendments by June. 
 
 
Attachment: 
 

1. Letter from Forrest Miller and Finn Hill Junior High.  
 
 
cc:  Forest Miller, Director of Facilities, Lake Washington School District 
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