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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: John MacGillivray, Solid Waste Programs Lead 
 Pam Bissonnette, Interim Public Works Director 
 
Date: January 24, 2014 
 
Subject: Houghton Transfer Station Resolution and Letter 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council adopts the attached resolution affirming Kirkland’s 
position in support of the closure of the Houghton Transfer Station by 2021 and authorizing the 
Mayor to sign and transmit the attached Houghton Transfer Station letter to King County 
Council Vice-Chair Jane Hague. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On January 21, 2014, King County Council Vice-Chair Jane Hague addressed the City Council 
and asked the Council to reaffirm its position that the Houghton Transfer Station should be 
closed by 2021.  On September 17, 2013, the City Council unanimously adopted Resolution R-
5001 and the King County Solid Waste Transfer and Waste Export Plan Position Statement 
(attached) which clearly states the Council’s position that the Houghton Transfer Station should 
be closed by 2021.  Subsequent to the adoption of the position statement, a letter signed by 
ex-Mayor Joan McBride containing Kirkland’s comments on the draft Transfer Station Plan 
Review was sent to Executive Constantine (attached). 
 
No new information has been presented by King County that would lead staff to recommend 
any change in the City Council’s position and therefore staff recommends that the Council 
approves the resolution and authorizes the Mayor to sign the attached letter. 
 
 

Council Meeting:  02/04/2014 
Agenda:  Other Business 
Item #:   8. h. (3).



D R A F T 
 
 
February 5, 2014          
 
 
Ms. Jane Hague, Vice-Chair 
King County Council, District 6 
516 Third Ave, Room 1200 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 
RE: CITY OF KIRKLAND POSITION ON CLOSURE OF THE HOUGHTON TRANSFER STATION 
 
Dear Councilmember Hague: 
 
Thank you for taking the time to address the Kirkland City Council on January 21, 2014 and 
your kind words about our community and City Council.  We appreciate your thoughtful and 
thorough representation of the interests of our residents and congratulate you on your 
deserving appointment as Vice-Chair of the King County Council and Chair of the Committee of 
the Whole. 
 
During your remarks, you asked if the City Council is still committed to the closure of the 
Houghton Transfer Station by 2021.  I would like to strongly reiterate that the Kirkland City 
Council remains steadfast and unanimous in its long-held position that the Houghton Transfer 
Station should be completely closed by 2021 as promised in our 2005 Memorandum of 
Understanding with the County and in the adopted 2006 Transfer System Plan.   
 
As noted in the attached Kirkland City Council Resolution R-5001 and the King County Solid 
Waste Transfer and Waste Export Plan Position Statement Regarding the Houghton Transfer 
Station as unanimously adopted by the Kirkland City Council on September 17, 2013, it is our 
position that King County should: 
 

Construct the new  Factoria Transfer Station as currently designed as 
soon as possible.  Initiate a siting process in 2014 for an expanded 
Factoria [Transfer Station] on the Eastgate property or a new  
northeast transfer station capable of handling the combined solid 
waste of the cities remaining in the County system at that time that 
cannot be handled by the new  Factoria transfer station.  Complete the 
expansion by the 2021 and close the Houghton Transfer Station. 

 
For your convenience, I have also attached an October 29, 2013 letter to Executive Constantine 
which includes our comments on the recommendations made in the draft Transfer Station Plan 
Review.  
 
The Council has further reaffirmed Kirkland’s position by the approval of Resolution R-5031 
which was adopted by the Council at our meeting of February 4, 2014.  I have included a copy 
of Resolution R-5031 for your information. 
 



If you have any questions concerning this position, please do not hesitate to contact me or our 
Kirkland Interim Public Works Director, Pam Bissonnette at (425) 587-3802. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kirkland City Council  
 
 
 
By Amy Walen 
Mayor 
 
 
Attachments (3) 
 
Cc: Kirkland City Council 
 Kurt Triplett, Kirkland City Manager 
 Marilynne Beard, Kirkland Deputy City Manager 
 Pam Bissonnette, Kirkland Interim Public Works Director 
 John MacGillivray, Kirkland Solid Waste Programs Lead 
   

















RESOLUTION R-5031 
 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KIRKLAND 
REAFFIRMING ITS POSITION IN SUPPORT OF THE CLOSURE OF THE 
HOUGHTON TRANSFER STATION BY 2021. 
 
 WHEREAS, King County Solid Waste Division has owned and 
operated the Houghton Transfer Station in the City of Kirkland for 
many years; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Houghton Transfer Station has outlived its 
useful life and no longer meets any of the critical service criteria in the 
County’s 2006 adopted Solid Waste Transfer System Plan; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has repeatedly articulated its desire 
to see the Houghton Transfer Station closed by 2021 as committed to 
by King County in the 2005 Memorandum of Understanding entered 
into with the City and in the Transfer System Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 17, 2013, the City Council 
unanimously passed Resolution R-5001 adopting a position statement 
which included its support for the closure of the Houghton Transfer 
Station by 2021; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the comment period on the King County Solid 
Waste Division’s Transfer Plan review was extended until February 3, 
2014; and  
 

WHEREAS, on January 21, 2014, King County Council Vice 
Chair Jane Hague addressed the Kirkland City Council and asked that 
the Kirkland City Council reaffirm its position; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the 
City of Kirkland as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The City Council reaffirms its position that the King 
County Solid Waste Division should proceed with the construction of 
the new Factoria Transfer Station, concurrently initiate the siting for a 
new Northeast Transfer Station, and close the Houghton Transfer 
Station by 2021. 
 
 Section 2.  The City Council authorizes the City Manager or his 
designee to transmit this Resolution to the King County Council. 
  
 Passed by majority vote of the Kirkland City Council in open 
meeting this ______ day of __________, 2014. 
 
 Signed in authentication thereof this _____ day of _________, 
2014.  
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             ____________________________ 
             MAYOR 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________ 
City Clerk 
 

R-5031
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