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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
 
From: Van Sheth, Management Analyst 
 Bobbi Wallace, Surface and Wastewater Manager 
 Pam Bissonnette, Interim Public Works Director 
 
Date: January 16, 2014 
 
Subject: TAKE CHARGE GREEN POWER CHALLENGE – ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND 

AWARD OF CHECK BY PUGET SOUND ENERGY 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that Council receives Puget Sound Energy’s (PSE) presentation summarizing 
Kirkland’s accomplishments in the 2013 Take Charge, Green Power Challenge including the 
presentation of an award check for $20,000.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
At the May 7, 2013 meeting, Council received PSE’s presentation regarding Kirkland’s 
participation in the Take Charge Green Power Challenge, a competition among five cities – 
Tumwater, Snoqualmie, Bainbridge Island, Anacortes, and Kirkland – to enroll new participants 
in the Green Power Program.  The Challenge was comprised of two goals. Each of the five 
Challenge cities set an individual goal for net new enrollments and also competed against the 
other cities in an inter-city competition for the highest percentage increase in participation over 
the previous year.  Each city that reached its goal was to receive a grant of $20,000 to 
purchase and install a solar energy efficiency project at a municipal facility in their community. 
The community that realized the greatest percentage of new participants was to receive an 
additional $20,000 toward the cost of their project.   
 
Before the challenge (at the end of 2012), Kirkland had 1,600 participants in PSE’s Green Power 
Program. The City of Kirkland’s goal for the challenge was to enroll 400 new participants and to 
have 2,000 total participants by the end of 2013. The city exceeded the goal and actually 
enrolled 739 new participants during 2013. The City of Kirkland ended the challenge with 2,339 
total participants at year’s end – far exceeding the original goal of 2,000 enrollments by year’s 
end. Success with PSE’s Green Power Program resulted in earning $20,000 to purchase and 
install a solar energy efficiency project at the Public Safety building.  Increased participation 
from the community in the program assists with our community greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction targets set in the City of Kirkland’s Climate Protection Action Plan.  Heather Mulligan, 
representative from PSE and Nate Caminos, PSE Senior Local Government Affairs 
Representative for King County, will be presenting the check.  In addition, Lisa DiMartino of 
3Degrees will be present but not presenting. 
 
Please direct any questions to Van Sheth at 425-587-3907. 
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