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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: David Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Daryl Grigsby, Public Works Director 
 Noel Hupprich, P.E., Project Engineer 
 David Godfrey, P.E., Transportation Engineering Manager 
 
Date: December 23, 2009 
 
Subject: SR 520 EASTSIDE TRANSIT AND HOV PROJECT – PROJECT BRIEFING  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
It is recommended that Council receive the planned special presentation to provide a briefing on the SR 
520 Eastside Transit and HOV Project by WSDOT Staff.  Daniel Babuca, Engineering Manager, SR 520 
Bridge Replacement and HOV Program will present. 
 
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION: 
 
The Eastside Transit and HOV Project is one of four projects under the SR 520 Bridge Replacement and 
HOV Program.  The project provides infrastructure and operational improvements along SR 520 from 
approximately Lake Washington to 108th Avenue NE and restriping of HOV lanes from 108th to SR 202 
(Attachment A).  Council has closely followed development of this project for several years, and WSDOT 
has been developing the project components with the cooperation of Eastside jurisdictions.  Kirkland 
related project elements include: 
 

• Construction of a direct-access interchange for transit and HOV at 108th Avenue NE 
• Realignment of NE Points drive.  This work will accommodate wider lanes along SR 520, 

installation of noise walls and construction of an extension to the SR 520 regional bicycle trail. 
• Storm water detention and treatment facilities.  Currently there are no detention or treatment 

facilities along SR 520 and it is expected that the project will meet current standards. 
• Fish passage improvements to Yarrow Creek.  Replacement of two culverts that cross under NE 

Points Drive.   
• Development of a regional trail for cyclists and pedestrians. 
• Reconstruction of the interchange at Lake Washington Boulevard   

 
On September 23, 2009 WSDOT Staff briefed the Kirkland Transportation Commission on the project.  On 
December 16, the Commission reviewed the project’s recently released Environmental Assessment and 
identified several questions and issues that the Council may want to address with WSDOT staff.  These 
are detailed in a separate item under Unfinished Business on the January 5 Council agenda and include:   
 

• Linkage of the proposed regional trail with the existing SR 520 trail to the east and other 
bicycle/pedestrian issues. 

• Consideration of tolls on SR 520 and I-405 in the Environmental Assessment. 
• Operation of the new interchange at Lake Washington Boulevard/Bellevue Way. 
• Impacts of changes to Points Drive 

 
WSDOT staff plans to present a program overview, a funding/schedule update and information about the 
Environmental Assessment. 
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