
PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (PED) COMMITTEE
Meeting Minutes 

Date: May 9, 2016 

Attendance: Jay Arnold, Penny Sweet, Kurt Triplett, Eric Shields, Paul Stewart, Tom Phillips, Ellen Miller-
Wolfe 
 
Absent: Doreen Marchione 

 

Agenda Item: Action Items: 

1. Solar Ready requirement 
 

Tom Phillips presented information about a new appendix to the 
International Building Code establishing standards for equipping 
new houses for later installation of solar panels.  The updated 
version of the IBC will be presented to the Council for adoption in 
June. Adoption of the appendix is optional. If adopted, the 
appendix would require new houses with specified sun exposure to 
install equipment that would make it much easier to install roof top 
solar panels at a later date.  However, the requirements would add 
an expense to the house construction. The committee asked staff 
to discuss the matter with the Master Builders and report on the 
discussion when the IBC is presented for Council adoption. 

2. PUD public benefits 
 

Eric Shields noted that the Council had directed the Planning and 
Building Department to analyze whether Planned Unit Development 
regulations could establish a method for balancing pubic benefits 
with private benefits.  Committee members acknowledged that not 
all benefits may be quantifiable and that code now only requires 
benefits to outweigh impacts.  It was agreed that this topic would 
be addressed in the next package of Zoning code amendments 
which is expected to be started later this year. 

3. Arts Center funding request 
 

Ellen Miller Wolfe introduced Pam Rembold, Executive Director of 
the Kirkland Arts Center. Pam noted that the KAC was the steward 
of a historic building. She also indicated that the KAC had been 
awarded a $75,000 grant from 4Culture for building renovation, but 
that an additional $45,000 was requested from the City to address 
seismic and accessibility issues. The PED commented about the 
importance of the building as a historic landmark and asked Pam to 
provide more specific information regarding the building projects 
and their costs.  

Informational Items:   
1. Development Projects 

 
 

2. Planning Projects 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Economic Development Activities 
 
 

 
Eric noted the status of major development projects and the overall 
high level of development activity. 
 
Eric and Paul Stewart discussed the status of current active projects 
including the rewrite of critical areas regulations, Finn Hill 
neighborhood plan, wireless and utility regulations, Houghton-
Everest Business District study, and marijuana day care buffer 
reduction. 
 
Ellen described progress on what is now being dubbed the 
Innovation Triangle, a 3-city recruitment initiative of Kirkland, 
Bellevue and Redmond, to which the PED responded favorably. She 
also asked the Committee members whether they thought that 
giving one of the City’s use days for the KPC to a group that 
wanted to sponsor a town hall on opiate use was a public benefit. 
The two members agreed it was and to move forward on providing 
the date. (The group subsequently did not require the City date).   



Upcoming Council Agenda Items: 
1. Critical Areas Ordinance 
2. Retail marijuana buffers 

 
June 21 study 
July 19 potential adoption 
 

Next Meeting 
 

June 13 

Potential Future Topics 
1. Critical Areas Ordinance 
2. Finn Hill Neighborhood Plan  

 

 
June 13 
June 13 

 


