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2016 Neighborhood Safety Program Application 

Application Deadline: February 9 

(Note: One project location per application) 

Contact Information 

Neighborhood Association: EVEREST       Neighborhood Chair:  Anna Rising 

Phone: 425‐828‐8969/206‐250‐4800                                              E‐mail: amrising@gmail.com 

Project Coordinator:  Anna Rising                                                    E‐mail:   amrising@gmail.com 

General Project Information 

Location:    Railroad Avenue & Kirkland Way     Nearest Cross Streets:  RR Ave & Kirkland Way 

Project Cost Estimate: $ 7,500     (Provided by City staff) 

Project Type: 

 Bicycle Improvement 

 Crosswalk Improvement 

X Intersection Improvement 

 Street Light(s) 

X Traffic Calming 

 Walkway Improvement (e.g., gravel, asphalt, trail) 

 Sidewalk Improvement (e.g., concrete, curb, gutter) 

 Other: ________________________________________ 

Project Description: 

Vehicles turning left/south (onto Railroad Avenue) from west‐bound Kirkland Avenue cannot see the east‐

bound traffic on Kirkland Way as vehicles pass under the overpass trestle. This has been a major safety 

concern for residents for over 30 years as many have often just missed being hit by eastbound vehicles.  

We asked for a flashing light at this intersection to warn eastbound traffic of vehicles turning ahead but it was 

felt that that was not a good solution.  This year, we are requesting that money be allocated to hire a 

transportation consultant to study this problem and to suggest a solution to increase safety. 

 

(Optional: Attach diagram or pictures that visually describes your project idea.) 
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Neighborhood and Community Benefit (0–20 points) 

1. Please explain how the project will address a recognized safety need (especially with a vulnerable population) and 

result in a positive and lasting neighborhood and community benefit: 

This problem is increasing due to increasing traffic volumes from new housing and nearby businesses (for 

example Google and in the near future, Kirkland Urban) and as drivers use this route as an alternative to 405.  

Because the problem is getting worse, many residents feel that a serious accident will occur here in the near 

future if nothing is done. 

 

Neighborhood Association Support (0–15 points) 

2. Priority Ranking for this Project: 

  Priority 1 (10 points): ___X____ 

  Priority 2 (5 points): _______ 

Please explain the process your neighborhood used to select and prioritize this project: 

We had a preliminary meeting for all those who were interested to discuss ideas prior to the January 

Neighborhood Association meeting. After narrowing down the projects, we presented the projects to those in 

attendance at the January meeting. We then discussed the projects and voted. 

 

Project Readiness and Feasibility (0–15 points) 

3. Did the Project Coordinator attend a Neighborhood Safety Program conference?   Yes_X___  No ____ 

4. Did City staff evaluate scope, maintenance, and provide a cost estimate of the project?   Yes__X__  No ____ 
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Note: Please attach Project Scope/Cost Estimate Worksheet and supporting documents prepared by City staff. 

 

Community Support (0–10 points) 

5. Please list who you reached out to and gained support for your project (e.g., adjacent neighbors, businesses, 

schools, PTSAs, and/or community groups like Kirkland Greenways). 

We have not reached out to any other groups at this time. Last year, a letter was written in support of finding 

a solution to this safety issue to the City by the NSP Panel. 

 

Note: Please attach letter(s) of support for your project. 

 

Project Partnership Contributions (0–10 bonus points) 

6. Will there be financial contributions or volunteer hours for this project (e.g., trail construction or maintenance)?  

If so, please list below (use additional sheet if necessary). 

  Non‐City Contributions 

Description 
Grant 

($) 

Donation 

($) 

Volunteer Hours 

(#) 

Not Applicable       

       

       

       

       

       

Total Partnership Contributions       

 

Please submit Neighborhood Safety Program Application to: 

City of Kirkland 

Kari Page, Neighborhood Outreach Coordinator 

123 5th Avenue 

Kirkland, WA 98033 

 

For any questions or further information, please contact Kari Page at kpage@kirklandwa.gov or (425) 587‐3011. 
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Jeannie McGivern

From: Bea Nahon <Bea.Nahon@nahoncpa.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 21, 2015 10:15 AM
To: City Council; Kurt Triplett; David Godfrey; Kari Page
Cc: 'Lisa McConnell'; karen@nwnative.us; amrising@gmail.com
Subject: Letter from Neighborhood Safety Panel: Request for Traffic Safety Improvements at 

Kirkland Way & Railroad Ave.
Attachments: KirkWayRailroadAveSafetyLetter.pdf

Dear Council (with copy to City Manager and the Transportation Commission), 
 
The attached letter from the Neighborhood Safety Panel requests your prompt attention to 
longstanding safety issues on Kirkland Way that the Neighborhood Safety Program was not able to 
address in the recent funding allocation recommendation process. You’ll recall that this was also 
noted during your April 21 Council meeting. 
 
We thank you in advance for considering this request! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

The 2015 Neighborhood Safety Panel, representing all Kirkland neighborhoods 
 



To: Kirkland City Council  
Cc:  Kirkland Transportation Commission 

Kurt Triplett, City Manager 
Kari Page, Neighborhood Safety Panel Coordinator 

From: Neighborhood Safety Panel 

Re: Request for Traffic Safety Improvements at Kirkland Way and Railroad Ave 

May 21, 2015 

The Neighborhood Safety Panel is writing to request that funding for traffic safety improvements on 
Kirkland Way be prioritized in the CIP. 

Because the CKC overpass restricts visibility, vehicles traveling east on Kirkland Way can’t see vehicles 
turning south onto Railroad Avenue and vehicles traveling west on Kirkland Way and turning south 
onto Railroad Avenue can’t see approaching eastbound vehicles, which are often traveling at 35 to 40 
mph (collision point 1). Cars traveling west on Kirkland Way can’t see cars turning left onto 9th St. 
(collision point 2). 

Many drivers (and passengers) do not feel safe making these turns. This area has been a recognized 
traffic safety problem for years but has not been prioritized in the CIP. 



Request for Traffic Safety Improvements at Kirkland Way and Railroad Ave May 21, 2015 

 

In addition to being one of two primary entrances to the Everest Neighborhood, Railroad Ave. is a 
main route to Everest Park, where many parents take their children to Little League practices and 
games.  

The annual Little League Softball World Series attracts numerous visitors from around the country, 
and potentially from around the world, who come to Kirkland and make that left turn from Kirkland 
Way onto Railroad Avenue.  

Kirkland Avenue is also heavily used by people traveling to and from downtown Kirkland. Traffic 
volumes will only increase with Google expansion, Parkplace redevelopment, and downtown growth. 

 

In this photo, the photographer is standing near where a driver would be when they stop to make the 
left turn onto Railroad Ave. They cannot see what is approaching on the other side of the trestle. 

This project was the top priority for the Everest neighborhood for the Neighborhood Safety Program, 
but did not compete well against the pedestrian and bicycle safety-related projects. Also, the Panel 
felt the available NSP funding (maximum $50,000) and proposed solution (flashing warning light) may 
not address the problem sufficiently. Instead, the Panel felt the City should study the sight distance 
and physical layout of the intersection and bridge to develop a more comprehensive solution.  



Request for Traffic Safety Improvements at Kirkland Way and Railroad Ave May 21, 2015 

 

The project currently in the CIP is so costly that it hasn't competed well in the past. We request that a 
citizen panel work with city staff to find an effective and affordable solution that can be implemented 
in the near future. We also request that funding for implementation be included in the CIP. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

2015 Neighborhood Safety Program Panel:  

CHNA: Lisa McConnell 
Evergreen Hill: Lile Ellefsen 
Everest: Anna Rising 
Finn Hill: Kurt Brunnenkant 

Highlands: Karen Story 
Juanita: Ken Albinger 
Lakeview: Chuck Pilcher 
Moss Bay: Bea Nahon 

Market: Dawn Morse 
Norkirk: Karen Edgerton 
North Rose Hill: Don Schmitz 
SRH/BT: Jim Hoff 

 



2016 Neighborhood Safety Program Project Scope/Estimate Worksheet
Neighborhood Association: Everest Project Coordinator: Brian Marshall

Project Number: EV‐1 Project Type: Intersection Improvement

Location: Kirkland Way Nearest Cross Street(s): Railroad Ave

City Staff: Lane Kawaoka

Total Cost Estimate: 7,500        

Project Overview

Description Yes No

Safety Considerations

ADA Requirements

Feasibility

Ongoing Maintenance

Traffic Calming Note: If yes, refer project to Neighborhood Traffic Control Program (NTCP).

Comments

Traffic Group (TG) Comments on NSP Proposed Projects

1. Kirkland Way/Railroad Ave

a. Ok with hiring consultant to evaluate location. 
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Project Scope

Description Yes Qty. Comments
Cost 

Estimate

Bike Facility

  Striping

  Other

Crosswalk

  ADA Ramps

  Curb Bulbs

  Existing Connection

  Pedestrian Island

  New Pavement Marking

  RRFB (Solar/Electric)

  Other

Intersection

  Curb Bulbs

  Striping

  Other

Street Light

  Electricity Availability

  New Pole

  On Existing Pole

  Other

Walkway/Sidewalk

  Asphalt/Cement

  Curb

  Gravel Trail

  Railing

  Steps

  Other

Consultant Study         7,500 

Subtotal:         7,500 
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Implementation

Description Yes
Cost 

Estimate

Permit(s)

  Building/Electric

  Land Surface Modification

  Environmental

  Eastside Regional Corridor

Construction Method

  Job Order Contract (JOC)

  Small Works Roster (SWR)

  City Crews

Contingency

Subtotal: ‐            

Total Cost Estimate: 7,500        

Cost Estimate Summary/Notes:

Comments
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