2015 Neighborhood Safety Program Application
Workshop: January 22 | Application Deadline: February 9
(Note: One project location per application)

Contact Information

Neighborhood Association: Finn Hill Neighborhood Alliance Neighborhood Chair: Scott Morris
Mailing Address: N/A

Phone: (206)972-9493 E-mail: scott@finnhillalliance.org

Project Coordinator: Jon Pascal

Mailing Address: N/A

Phone: (206) 890-3868 E-mail: jon@finnbhillalliance.org

General Project Information

Project Name: 84" Ave / 138 St Thoreau Elementary Rapid Flashing Beacon Project Location: School Crosswalk at
NE 138" Street, the entrance to Thoreau Elementary and Big Finn Hill Park

Project Estimate: $30,000

1. Please describe the safety problem or issue this project will address. (75—100 words) Please submit photo(s) with
your application to illustrate the location and safey issue.

The existing crosswalk visibility along 84th Avenue NE can be improved with pedestrian activated rapid flashing
beacons to provide safer access to Thoreau Elementary School, Finn Hill Middle School, and Big Finn Hill Park. The
crosswalk is a designated school crossing and used by school children, park users, transit riders, and residents to
access the nearby schools, playgrounds, and ball fields. The 84th Avenue NE corridor is a straight, and long 35 mph
collector arterial that invites high vehicle speeds, and at school start and end times the intersection can become quite
congested. Thoreau is also a “walking school” with no local bus service provided, whereby students either walk, bike,
or ride with their parents.
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Technical Evaluation (0—100 points)

Please describe how this project will address this safety need with a viable and creative solution resulting in a
lasting, positive community impact. (75—100 words)

The project would install a pedestrian activated rapid flashing beacon at this heavily used crosswalk to provide
improved visability of pedestrians crossing 84th Avenue NE. The upgraded crosswalk will assist in reinforcing the
need for vehicles to slow down and yield to pedestrians using the crosswalk, many of which are vulnerable users. It
will also assist the school crossing guards in improving awareness and compliance of vehicles turning into and out of
NE 138th Street during before and after school periods.

Example RRFB at Costco

Neighborhood Panel Evaluation (0—50 points, 10 bonus points)

Neighborhood and Community Benefit (0—25 points)
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2. Describe how and who will benefit from the project including those located within a % mile of the project (e.g.
school, hospital, retirement facility, hospital, park, bus stop). Please use additional sheet if necessary.

The improved crossing will improve the visibility of crosswalk users and allow safer access to the numerous public
amenities nearby, such as the schools, parks, and bus stop. User groups include:

Children walking to school, both Thoreau Elementary and Finn Hill Middle School
School crossing guards stationed at the crosswalk

Park users that travel to the park to hike and attend baseball or lacrosse games
Transit riders, as there is a nearby bus stop

Neighborhood walkers, bikers, and hikers
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Neighborhood Association Support (0—10 points)

4. Priority Ranking for this Project (Priority 1 or 2) #2
Please outline the process your neighborhood used to select and prioritize this project.

The project was identified based on specific input by Thoreau Elementary staff and local PTA representatives. Project
ideas were solicited from the neighborhood through email and social media posts. In addition, specific meetings
occurred with local schools and PTA representatives.

Project Readiness and Feasibility (0—15 points)

5. Did the Project Coordinator attend Neighborhood Safety Program Workshop? Yes_ X No

6. Did City staff evaluate scope and ongoing maintenance of project? Yes_ X__ No
Please attach the Project Scope form that includes the project scope prepared by City staff.

7. Did City staff evaluate cost of project? Yes_ X __ No
Please attach the Project Scope form that includes a cost estimate of the project prepared by City staff.

Community Support (0-5 bonus points)

5. Does this project have (or need) community support? Yes X  No Do not know
If so, please demonstrate how you acquired that support.

Reducing speeds and improving safety on the 84th Avenue NE corridor has been of high interest to the community
based on general feedback and comments received from FHNA members over the years. The project is supported by
the Lake Washington School District and Thoreau Elementary PTA. In addition, installation of rapid flashing beacons
is not considered a controversial project and we do not expect any concerns from the community.

Project Partnership Contributions (0-5 bonus points)

6. Will there be financial contributions or volunteer hours for this project? If so, please list below.

We are not aware of how volunteer hours could assist with project implementation.

Non-City Contributions
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Description

Grant
($)

Donation

($)

Volunteer Hours

(#)

N/A

Total Partnership Contribution

Please submit Neighborhood Safety Program Application to:

City of Kirkland

Kari Page, Neighborhood Outreach Coordinator
123 5" Avenue

Kirkland, WA 98033

For any questions or further information, please contact Kari Page at kpage@kirklandwa.gov or (425) 587-3011.
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Dear Finn Hill Neighborhood Alliance,

As the principal of Thoreau Elementary School, | am writing in support of the 84" Ave./ 138" St. Thoreau
Elementary Rapid Flashing Beacon project located at the school crosswalk at NE 138" Street, the
entrance to Thoreau Elementary and Big Finn Hill Park.

The safety of our students is of the utmost importance. | believe that providing a flashing beacon would
increase the visibility and attention to the crosswalk, which would slow drivers on 84" Avenue, reducing
the risks for walkers who are attempting to access Thoreau Elementary and Big Finn Hill Park. Even
though we have a crossing guard stationed before and after school at the crosswalk, drivers often times
fail to see pedestrians, which puts walkers at risk of being hit. | believe that the addition of a flashing
beacon would significantly improve safety for students and parents who utilize the crosswalk at NE
138th Street.

Thank you for all you do to support and improve the Finn Hill Neighborhood.
Sincerely,
Mylinda Mallon

Principal, Henry David Thoreau Elementary



