City of Kirkland
Tourism Development Committee (TDC) Minutes
May 1, 2014
9:00am-10:00am — Norkirk Room

Present: Toby Nixon (Chair), Jac Cooper, Brad Zorich, Jennifer Gill, Philly Hoshko (Staff)
Absent: Vicci Sorensen, Belinda Jensen, Michelle Quisenberry, Ellen Miller-Wolfe (Staff)
Welcome: The meeting came to order at 9:06am.

Approval of Minutes: The committee approved the minutes from April 3, 2014. (Jac moved, Brad
seconded, unanimous)

Tourism Funding Application

The 2015 Tourism Funding Application was presented to the TDC. Philly relayed that it had been
approved by the City Attorney’s Office and added that she confirmed with the Joint Legislative Audit and
Review Committee (JLARC) that state reporting requirements will not change for 2015. The TDC agreed
with the current criteria for tourism funding and agreed to include the Cross Kirkland Corridor as well as
the Kirkland waterfront with the following language “Provide visitor attractions and/or promote the
area’s existing attractions including the Kirkland waterfront and the Cross Kirkland Corridor.”

Staff recommended raising the funding level by 50% to $75,000 to hopefully help attract new events
while still keeping the funding competitive. The TDC approved the application documents with the
funding level at $75,000. (Jen moved, Jac seconded, unanimous)

The TDC also discussed tourism funding awards amounting to $250 or less and potentially setting up an
“opportunity fund” in the advertising budget to handle them.

Staff Reports

Holiday Ice Rink Proposal

Philly described the proposal from the Chamber to the City regarding a Holiday Ice Rink in Peter Kirk
Park. The Parks Board will hear a Chamber presentation on May 14. Additionally, Philly summarized the
meeting City staff had with the Bellevue Downtown Association regarding the operation of their Holiday
Ice Rink.

Visitor’'s Guide, Events Guide, Knotis Maps

Philly passed out the updated Visitor’s Guides and Knotis Maps. She also explained the Events Guide is
being worked on collaboratively with the Chamber and the Kirkland Reporter.



Sunset Leads
Philly let the TDC know that over 500 leads have come back from Sunset Magazine and that within the
week they will be sending out the new Visitor’s guide and a letter to the leads.

Marketing Interviews

Philly mentioned that there were six firms that responded to the Marketing RFQ and that the Tourism
Team will be interviewing the candidates the week of May 5.

Mother’s Day PR

Philly relayed that she sent out a Mother’s Day press release that has been picked up locally and
hopefully will be covered in some regional press as well.

Visit Bellevue Regional Meeting—Summer 2014

Visit Bellevue will have a regional meeting sometime this summer. More details will be distributed to the
TDC when they become available.

Fall Fashion Night—OQOctober 3

Philly explained that she recently learned that Fall Fashion Nights will be just one night on October 3
instead of September 25-26. The TDC discussed the change in scope from two days to one day. Based
on the minimal amount funded ($1,000) and the continued mission of highlighting downtown shopping,
the TDC determined that the organization would not need to come in and present on the changed
scope.

Northwest Bookfest—November 1 and 2

Philly mentioned that Northwest Bookfest will return to Northwest University on November 1 and 2 and
that she has referred them to the Cultural Arts Commission to apply for funding that is currently in
process.

Upcoming Events:

Philly shared the upcoming events: KAST (May 10 &11), Mother’s Day Half Marathon & 5K (May 11), 7
Hills of Kirkland (May 26), SIFF (May 29-June 1)

Meeting Adjourned at 9:59 a.m.

Minutes Prepared by Philly Hoshko




