
The City of Kirkland hosted the Third Totem Lake Symposium on April 13, 2016. The 
symposium is held periodically to assess what has been accomplished in Totem 

Lake, both public and private actions, and what stakeholders determine are priorities 
that the City should consider for future projects. 

A highlight of this year’s symposium was a presentation by Rick Beason, Vice President 
for Development for CenterCal.  CenterCal is the owner of the mall property, which 

it has renamed the Village at Totem Lake. Rick described a two-
phase plan for the redevelopment of the mall property that includes 
a concentration of retail on the lower mall to be completed in 2017, 
with future plans to develop the upper mall as a residential com-
munity with an estimated 650 residential units developed by Cen-
terCal’s partner, Fairfield. For now the focus is on the lower mall 

including the retrofit of several existing stores, the addition of new stores with a focus 
on quality retailers, and the location of a Whole Foods, the new anchor for the lower 
mall. Also included in the project are well designed public spaces including the re-
thinking of 120th Avenue NE for bike, pedestrian and vehicular use, careful attention to 
a safe crossing zone between the lower and upper malls, and a major pedestrian plaza 
that can double as an event space.  

At the symposium, stakeholders identified several other topics that they would like to 
see the City consider in its further planning and development of Totem Lake. Several of 
these considerations are now incorporated in the City ’s Totem Lake Workplan, attached 
to this update.

Totem Lake On Track / August 2016                                           

A Public Private Partnership Working to Revitalize Totem Lake
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Artist rendering of The Village at Totem Lake

Totem Lake Symposium Recap



This bulletin was prepared by the Economic Development Office, City of Kirkland, 123 5th Ave., Kirkland, WA 98033 
Contact Ellen Miller-Wolfe, Economic Development Manager, at 425.587.3014 or emwolfe@kirklandwa.gov

www.kirklandwa.gov/totemlakeaction 

Stakeholders suggested that there was still a need for a 
‘there, there’ in Totem Lake and noted the following  
concerns, many of which are actively being pursued by 
the City and its private partners:
• Create District wide design standards to bring  

cohesion to the look and feel of Totem Lake 
• Create Cross Kirkland Corridor design standards    
• Focus on the development of Totem Lake Park 
• Build upon the development of the mall to establish 

the idnetity of the business district 
• Develop and implement wayfinding plan  to assist 

pedestrians, bicyclists and cars in navigating  
through Totem Lake

• Develop signs and other landmarks to acknowledge 
public and private assets

Flexibility and incentives continue to be desires of  
stakeholders to support a vibrant real estate market  
in Totem Lake 
• Reduce the acreage requirement for PARMAC mixed 

use development, and consider zoning code  
ammendment if a different size would be more effective 

• Promote existing incentives and zoning flexibility  
to attract development.

• Totem Lake pedestrian and bicycle bridge over the 
124th/124th intersection

• Eastside Rail Committee /King County removing last  
mile of rail to connect Kirkland to Woodinville

• Concept to connect Jefferson House development to  
Totem Lake Park

• Quadrant project west of I-405 to the CKC 
• Wolff project on Christ Church site – create road  

connection between NE 118th and 116th Streets
• Totem Lake Blvd to lake edge
• Connect to transit center through Village at Totem Lake
• Lake Washington Institute of Technology to the Village  

at Totem Lake
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Sense of Place and Wayfinding  

Connectivity 
(sidewalks/crosswalks/streets)

Zoning Flexibility

TOTEM LAKE 2016 Quarter 1 Quarter 2

Sales Tax:  $1,300,729  $1,226,597

T  tem Lake
 nTrackNewsBulletin

Totem Lake Business Sector  
For Second Quarter (6/30/2016)

• Total Business Licenses: 934
• Total FTEs: 13,055
• Total Number of Employees: 13,946

Groundbreaking Ceremony for The Village at Totem Lake

mailto:emwolfe%40kirklandwa.gov?subject=Totem%20Lake%20on%20Track
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/depart/CMO/TotemLakeActionPlan.htm
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