
June 9, 2015

Sound Transit Board Chair

King County Executive Dow Constantine

c/o Board Administrator

Sound Transit

401 S Jackson St.

Seattle, WA 98104

RE: City of Kirkiand's Comments on the Sound Transit 3 (ST3) Priority Project List

Dear Executive Constantine,

I am writing to you in your role as Chair of the Sound Transit Board, as well as in your role as King County
Executive, providing regional leadership in transit planning. The City of Kirkland has been tracking the
ST3 Long Range Plan updates process with interest and appreciates that Sound Transit staff has engaged
the City of Kirkland and other stakeholders throughout the process. In December 2014 the Sound Transit
Board adopted an updated Long Range Plan (LRP), which is a required element of Sound Transit's
authorizing legislation.

I would like to take this opportunity to provide you with input on the ST3 Project Priority List (PPL). The
LRP is a blueprint for the long-term vision of the region's High Capacity Transit (HCT) network. In and
around Kirkland, the LRP identifies transit on the following corridors:

• SR 520: Regional express bus and/or HCT from the Seattle side of SR520 to Redmond
• 1-405: Regional express bus, bus rapid transit (BRT), and/or light rail (LRT)

• Eastside Rail Corridor: HCT from SR 522 to SR 520 serving the Totem Lake Urban Center
and South Kirkland Park and Ride

• SR 522: Regional express bus and/or HCT from 1-5/NE 145th Street to 1-405

The LRP update leveraged corridor studies, which included studies of the Eastside Rail Corridor (LRT,
BRT, and commuter rail), 1-405 BRT, Kirkland-Bellevue-lssaquah (LRT and BRT), and University District-
Kirkland-Redmond (LRT and BRT).

Currently the Sound Transit Board is developing a draft Priority Project List, which begins to narrow
down the corridors and modes that will be consider for an updated System Plan. The System Plan could
then be taken to the voters as an ST3 package in November 2016. A staff draft of the PPL was presented
to the Sound Transit Executive Committee on May 7th and included completion of LRT to downtown

Redmond, 1-405 BRTand LRT from Totem Lake to Issaquah via the ERC and 1-90.

Over the next months the City of Kirkland will engage with Sound Transit, as well as other Eastside cities,
to suggest potential additions or changes to the PPL. Once the PPL has been developed, the City of
Kirkland would like to actively work with Sound Transit to further refine projects on the PPLto ensure

the best possible projects are considered for the System Plan.

The City of Kirkland eagerly looks forward to supporting an ST3 package that delivers improved transit
service to the City's residents. Kirkland has long supported regional transit investments including Sound
Move and ST2 because transit is key to the Kirkiand's land use, economic development, livability, and
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