
July 8, 2015

King County Executive Dow Constantino
Chair, Sound Transit Board of Directors
c/o Board Administrator
Sound Transit

401 S Jackson St.

Seattle, WA 98104

RE: City of KIrkland's Commentson the ST3 Priority Project List - 2"'̂ Letter with Details

Dear Executive Constantino,

I am writing to provide you, as Chair of the Sound Transit Board of Directors, with more input on the
Sound Transit 3 (ST3) Priority Project List (PPL). As a follow-up to my June 9, 2015 letter, this letter Is
intended to provide you and the Board with a brief summary of the City of Kirkland's priorities, along with

more detailed input on the PPL. Sound Transit staff advised City of Kirkland staff that this follow up letter,
with more detail on concepts for specific projects, would be helpful to the Board in its review of the PPL.

First, I would like to thank you and the Board for providing the opportunity to comment on the list of
priority projects that the Board will advance for further study. It is exciting to plan for projects that will
eventually become part of the System Plan, and the City of Kirkland looks forward to a set of investments
that will meet our city's needs and achieve the regional goals of Sound Transit's long-range planning
efforts. The City would like to work collaboratively with Sound Transit to identify creative transit solutions
where existing ideas don't fully address city goals. City of Kirkland staff and I understand the regional
nature of Sound Transit's service and our goal is to ensure Kirkland's residents, employees, and visitors
have access to that service. Our suggestions are not intended to prescribe specific project scopes; rather,
our intent is to provide ideas for achieving outcomes that will meet our common goals.

I am optimistic that the final PPL will Include projects in and around Kirkland, improving mobilityto our
residents, employees, and visitors, and inspiring Kirkland voters to support the upcoming ST3 ballot
measure. In keeping with regional planning strategies, the Cityof Kirkland is planning for growth of
nearly 8,400 new households and 22,000 new jobs over the next 20 years. Mobility provided by Sound
Transit will play an Important role In accommodating that growth.

Review of June 9**^ Letter

As a brief reminder, my June 9, 2015 letter (attached for your convenience) outlined our city's high-level
goals for ST3. Below Is a summary of those priorities:

• Delivering Sound Transit 2 (ST2) Commitments: Completing 1-405 Bus RapidTransit (BRT), with
Kirkland access at NE85''" Street and the Totem Lake Urban Center, is a key priority for Kirkland.
The extension of the East Linkto Redmond and High Capacity Transit (HCT) connecting Issaquah
and Bellevue are also high priorities for the Eastside.

• Connecting downtown Kirkland to regional transit service on 1-405.

• Connecting Kirkland's major employment centers (such as Evergreen Hospital in the Totem Lake
Urban Center, and Googleon the 6'^Street Corridor) to regional transit services on 1-405.

123 Fifth Avenue • Kirkland, Washington 98033-6189 • 425.587.3000 • www.kirklandwa.gov

















Figure 1: 

 



Figure 2: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



June 9, 2015

Sound Transit Board Chair

King County Executive Dow Constantine

c/o Board Administrator

Sound Transit

401 S Jackson St.

Seattle, WA 98104

RE: City of Kirkiand's Comments on the Sound Transit 3 (ST3) Priority Project List

Dear Executive Constantine,

I am writing to you in your role as Chair of the Sound Transit Board, as well as in your role as King County
Executive, providing regional leadership in transit planning. The City of Kirkland has been tracking the
ST3 Long Range Plan updates process with interest and appreciates that Sound Transit staff has engaged
the City of Kirkland and other stakeholders throughout the process. In December 2014 the Sound Transit
Board adopted an updated Long Range Plan (LRP), which is a required element of Sound Transit's
authorizing legislation.

I would like to take this opportunity to provide you with input on the ST3 Project Priority List (PPL). The
LRP is a blueprint for the long-term vision of the region's High Capacity Transit (HCT) network. In and
around Kirkland, the LRP identifies transit on the following corridors:

• SR 520: Regional express bus and/or HCT from the Seattle side of SR520 to Redmond
• 1-405: Regional express bus, bus rapid transit (BRT), and/or light rail (LRT)

• Eastside Rail Corridor: HCT from SR 522 to SR 520 serving the Totem Lake Urban Center
and South Kirkland Park and Ride

• SR 522: Regional express bus and/or HCT from 1-5/NE 145th Street to 1-405

The LRP update leveraged corridor studies, which included studies of the Eastside Rail Corridor (LRT,
BRT, and commuter rail), 1-405 BRT, Kirkland-Bellevue-lssaquah (LRT and BRT), and University District-
Kirkland-Redmond (LRT and BRT).

Currently the Sound Transit Board is developing a draft Priority Project List, which begins to narrow
down the corridors and modes that will be consider for an updated System Plan. The System Plan could
then be taken to the voters as an ST3 package in November 2016. A staff draft of the PPL was presented
to the Sound Transit Executive Committee on May 7th and included completion of LRT to downtown

Redmond, 1-405 BRTand LRT from Totem Lake to Issaquah via the ERC and 1-90.

Over the next months the City of Kirkland will engage with Sound Transit, as well as other Eastside cities,
to suggest potential additions or changes to the PPL. Once the PPL has been developed, the City of
Kirkland would like to actively work with Sound Transit to further refine projects on the PPLto ensure

the best possible projects are considered for the System Plan.

The City of Kirkland eagerly looks forward to supporting an ST3 package that delivers improved transit
service to the City's residents. Kirkland has long supported regional transit investments including Sound
Move and ST2 because transit is key to the Kirkiand's land use, economic development, livability, and
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Statements from owners of stores in downtown Kirkland 

 

‘‘Per our conversation, I do support the connector at 85th and 405. 

Kirkland needs to plan for the future, we need to be accessible to people 

without putting more cars on the roads.’’ 

 

- Beverly Maes 

Seduce Boutique 

 

 

‘‘Thanks for explaining and bringing to my attention the Sound 

Transit Connector. We certainly can use more access to downtown 

Kirkland. The east-side is growing, and the surface streets have very 

little capacity to expand. Let's have a connector at 85th, to allow mass 

transit access to Kirkland downtown!’’ 

- Jerry Morris 

Asher Goods 

 

 

‘‘Kirkland downtown really needs to have a way for people to visit via 

transit. Our parking is overloaded, we must find an alternate way to bring 

people to town. This is vital for the future Kirkland. A transit connector 

at 405 & 85 will fill a significant need.  Please plan for future transit 

to Kirkland!’’ 

- Heather Sullivan 

Hepburn and Haley’s Cottage Boutiques 

 

 

‘‘Future transportation plans must include a connector from I-405 to 

downtown Kirkland. The waterfront needs to have viable access to mass 

transit along the 405 corridor. Yes, I think an I-405 connector at 85
th
 

street is vital to promote transit utilization in Kirkland.’’ 

- Doug Davis 

Hallmark Realty 

 

 

‘‘Downtown has a severe lack of parking, and future density will cause even 

more pressure on local parking. We need to facilitate mass transit 

utilization in Downtown Kirkland. A Connector from I-405 is a vital need 

for Kirkland's residents and businesses in the future.’’ 

- Yakov Gorshkov 

Seattle Thread Company 

 

 

‘‘Downtown businesses need visitors in order to survive. Currently most 

visitors arrive by car. In order to change this, we need a public transit 

system to bring people along 405 and into the waterfront area. 

Please consider a transit connector at 85th and 405, it makes sense!’’ 

- Vince Issacson 

Lake Street Diamond 

 

 

 



 

‘‘Crush Footwear supports the idea of a transit connector at 405 and 85th.  

As the east-side grows, transit will be more vital to those who want to 

access the waterfront. Downtown businesses count on visitors as a 

significant portion of our revenue, and we need to find alternate ways for 

visitors to travel to Kirkland. We must plan for transit visitors to 

access downtown!’’ 

- Neal and Rhonda Hughes 

Crush Shoes 

 

 

‘‘We are happy to hear that the City of Kirkland is working towards transit 

solutions to our growing density. I support the idea of a connector at 

85th & I405, and a public transport plan to bring people into downtown 

Kirkland from that junction. We've all done so much to encourage growth, 

including the upgrades to Park Lane--it would be a huge mistake to be 

excluded from the future artery that will provide non-auto access to our 

community. With all the residential units, commercial activity and public 

events, parking is already stretched to the max, so we need to be thinking 

of ways to facilitate traffic without the frustration of parking issues.’’ 

- Pat Howard 

Howard Manville Gallery 

 

 

‘‘Thank you for helping me understand the issues surrounding I-405 and the 

Sound Transit plans. Kirkland's streets are already crowded. In order to 

encourage people to leave their cars at home, we must provide another 

option for them to reach Kirkland downtown. If 405 is going to be the 

backbone of transport on the east-side for Sound transit, downtown 

Kirkland must have a direct link to that backbone at 85th and 405! As a 

business manager, I think it’s imperative Kirkland does not get passed 

by!!! Thanks for raising awareness!’’ 

- Lana Magnan 

Maison DeLille 

 

 

‘‘Thank you for outlining some of Kirkland's and Sound transits plans for 

east-side traffic. 405 is already the major carrier of traffic through the 

East-side. We need to plan for a way to allow the employees and visitors 

to move from downtown Kirkland to the 405 traffic stream. A connector at 

85th street would be perfect!’’ 

- Kara E. Brodman 

Essentials Boutique LLC 

 

 

‘‘Thank you for outlining some of Kirkland's and Sound transits plans for 

eat-side traffic. 405 is already the major carrier of traffic through the 

East-side. We need to plan for a way to allow the employees and visitors 

to move from downtown Kirkland to the 405 traffic stream. A connector at 

85th street would be perfect!’’ 

- Shelley Cribby  

Broker Care/Concierge 
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416 6th Street South  

Kirkland WA 98033 

425.947.2676 

www.nytec.com 

 

 

 

June 26, 2015 

Sound Transit Board 

c/o Board Administrator  

Sound Transit  

401 Jackson Street 

Seattle, WA 98104 

 

Dear Sound Transit Board Members, 

I am writing in support of the City’s positions in regards to the ST3 Priority Project List. As Mayor Amy Walen’s letter 

indicates, the City is most interested in making sure that the Kirkland downtown, the 6th Street Corridor and the 

Totem Lake Urban Center are connected to regional transit service on I-405, and has expressed interest in working 

with Sound Transit on ways in which access or connections to regional transit might be accomplished.  

As a Kirkland resident and business leader, I cannot stress enough the significant needs to incorporate the transit 

system within the lifelines of the Kirkland community. As Kirkland continues to provide jobs and residence for high-

impact industries, we need to be prepared not only for our city’s growth, but maintain a well-defined, scalable 

infrastructure that continues to attract, support and serve our future residence and employees.   

Nytec turned 40 this year and celebrated by launching its new headquarters on 6th Street, South. Nytec’s investment 

and commitment in the Kirkland community was based heavily on the forward thinking planning and projection of 

the community leaders, as reflected in the Kirkland 2035 roadmap, that I personally embrace with open arms. A main 

staple in the vision is the commitment and support of other local leaders and the transit authority.     

Nytec’s employees, as do many other businesses in the community rely heavily on mass transit and a well-defined 

traffic grids providing easy and seamless access to centralize thoroughfares, direct access ramps, transfer station 

improvements and speed/reliability improvements.  In addition, transportation benefits have become a significant 

driver in employee compensation plans and an employee’s decision to accept employment overall.  

Respectfully yours, 

 

 

Richard Lerz  

 

CEO 

Nytec ,  Inc .  

 

O 425 .250 .6812  

C 206 .755 .2281  

 
  

cc:  

City of Kirkland  

c/o Lorrie McKay 

Intergovernmental Relations Manager 
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5520 108th Ave NE 
PO Box 579 

Kirkland, WA 98083-0579 
 

425.882.8266 
 

www.northwestu.edu 

July 2, 2015        
 
Sound Transit Board 
401 S. Jackson St. 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 

Re:  Support for City of Kirkland’s Comments on the Sound Transit 3 (ST3) Priority List 

 

Dear Sound Transit Board: 

This letter is in support of the City of Kirkland’s position regarding the ST3 Priority List.  The City is most  
interested in making sure that Kirkland Downtown, the 6th Street corridor, and the Totem Lake Urban Center 
are connected to regional transit service on I-405.   

As you may know, Northwest University is located in the center of Kirkland, just a few blocks south of the 6th 
Street corridor.  (6th street in Kirkland turns into 108th Avenue NE, where the University main campus is  
located).  We are a dynamic and growing University.  We have over 900 students in our day-time program 
and almost 550 in our evening graduate and undergraduate programs.  Most of our 150 full-time employees 
work on the Kirkland campus.  In addition, we have nearly 70 part-time employees and over 300 adjunct  
faculty who compute to the Kirkland campus.  We expect our enrollment and employment to continue to 
grow.   

Many of our students and employees depend on public transportation.  For example, a number of our  
students have part-time employment or internships that are located in downtown Seattle or Bellevue.   
These students rely on Sound Transit for travel to and from work and their dormitory on campus, during peak 
and off-peak hours.  Most of our international students do not have their own car and must also use the  
public bus.   

Finally, public transportation plays a key role in our ability to attract qualified employees.  An integrated 
transit network on I-405, with improved transfer stations, increased speed and reliability, would encourage 
employees to use public transit instead of a private vehicle.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

John Jordan, CFO 
Northwest University 
55220 108th Ave. NE 
Kirkland, WA 98033 

 
cc: Lorrie McKay, City of Kirkland 
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Sound Transit Board Letter 

July 7, 2015 

Sound Transit Board 
c/o Board Administrator 
Sound Transit  
401 Jackson Street 
Seattle, WA 98104 
EmailTheBoard@soundtransit.org 

Dear Board Members: 

I am writing to you today to support the City of Kirkland’s positions regarding the Sound Transit 3 

priority project list as outlined in Mayor Amy Walen’s letter to you of June 9. Like Mayor Walen, we, too, 

believe a well-planned transit system is fundamental to Kirkland’s land use, economic development, 

sustainability, and livability goals. 

We say that as stewards of one of Kirkland’s leading employers as well as the public hospital district 

serving the Eastside. As employers, we know that public transit is important to the well-being of a 

substantial portion of our employees who live throughout the Eastside.  In fact, more than 500 of our 

employees – about 13% of our workforce – use the EvergreenHealth ORCA card to get to and from work 

every day.  They are joined by countless patients, families, and visitors who also use the public transit 

system to get to our facilities that now stretch from Kirkland to Monroe, to Canyon Park, to Duvall, 

Kenmore, Redmond, Sammamish, and Woodinville. 

As stewards, too, of this community’s public hospital, we also believe a robust mass transit system as 

described in Mayor Walen’s letter is critical to the public health of our community as well as to its 

quality of life.  A well-functioning mass transit system is a cleaner, safer alternative to single motor 

vehicle transportation.  It is also the alternative that more of our community will come to depend on as 

our citizens become older, and those older than 65 are now the fastest growing age cohort in the areas 

served by EvergreenHealth.    

For these reasons, we ask that you give full and careful consideration to the priority projects Mayor 

Walen described in her letter.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kay Taylor 

Vice President of Marketing, Communications and Public Relations     

 

mailto:EmailTheBoard@soundtransit.org
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Sound Transit Board Chair 

King County Executive Dow Constantine 

c/o Board Administrator 

Sound Transit 

401 S Jackson St. 

Seattle, WA 98104 

 

RE: Light Rail from Kirkland’s Totem Lake to Issaquah via Bellevue 

 

 

Dear Executive Constantine, 

 

We write to you as a united and bipartisan community, representing Democratic and 

Republican lawmakers, businesses and more from East King County. 

 

We are thrilled to welcome the East Link light rail extension to the Eastside within the next 

decade. 

 

As you now focus on crafting a ST3 package for voters, it is critical that Sound Transit build 

upon those successes – and include the entire project, from design to construction, of 

adding light rail from Totem Lake in Kirkland to Issaquah via Bellevue. 

 

This project is already included in your “draft priority projects” list as E-03. 

 

The Eastside continues to grow at a rapid pace, and much of that growth will be targeted in 

our designated Regional Growth Centers for housing and employment: Redmond, Kirkland, 

Bellevue and soon, Issaquah’s downtown.  

 

Looking forward, these centers will continue to be the Eastside’s focus for dense, mixed-use 

development. They are also home to some of our state’s largest employers. 

 

With Redmond’s light rail connection in our near future, we must now focus on connecting 

the rest of the Eastside’s centers. Sound Transit’s proposed light rail line does just that. 

 

A Totem Lake-Bellevue-Issaquah light rail route will support our region’s long-term vision 

for growth, boost our economy, generate jobs and relieve traffic congestion.  

 

Let’s continue this exciting momentum – and keep the Eastside moving.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Senator Mark Mullet 

5th Legislative District 

 

 
Senator Andy Hill 

45th Legislative District 

 

 
Senator Steve Litzow 

41st Legislative District 

 

 
Senator Cyrus Habib 

48th Legislative District 



 
Representative Tana Senn 

41st Legislative District 

 

 
Representative Joan McBride 

48th Legislative District 

 

 
Representative Larry Springer 

45th Legislative District 

 

 
Representative Roger Goodman 

45th Legislative District 

 

 
Councilmember Kathy Lambert 

King County Council District 3 

 

 
Mayor Amy Walen 

City of Kirkland 

 

 
Mayor Fred Butler 

City of Issaquah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                             
 

Sound Transit Phase 3 (ST3) System Plan Joint Interest Statement 
Cities of Bellevue, Issaquah, Kirkland, Redmond, Renton and Sammamish 

July 14, 2015 
 

The cities of Bellevue, Issaquah, Kirkland, Redmond, Renton and Sammamish share the following 

interests in the Sound Transit Phase 3 (ST3) System Plan. These shared interests are in addition to city-

specific interest statements or comment letters that may be provided to Sound Transit.  

Fund Eastside needs – ST3 must fully fund investments necessary to meet Eastside transit needs 

throughout the duration of the ST3 System Plan.  The regional transit system must provide viable 

alternative travel options within the Eastside and connect the Eastside with the region. 

Connect regional growth centers within the Eastside – Eastside cities have many common interests and 

goals and are interconnected both economically and geographically. We are boldly reshaping our 

regional growth centers and downtowns into dense, mixed-use, urban centers. Much of the Eastside 

transit demand is for travel among Eastside centers and ST3 must invest in service to meet that travel 

demand.  

 Complete the East Link spine to Downtown Redmond; this should be a primary goal of any ST3 

package.  

 Build light rail from Totem Lake to Issaquah via Bellevue to connect these Eastside regional 

growth centers with fast, frequent and reliable transit service; delivering this connection within 

the ST3 timeline is imperative. If light rail is beyond the financial capacity of the Eastside in ST3, 

then other HCT connections such as Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) should be implemented instead.  

 Invest in High Capacity Transit (HCT) and additional Regional Express Service (REX) to ensure 

that people can travel within the Eastside and beyond. 

Connect the Eastside with the region – ST3 should continue the legacy of strengthened connections 

between the Eastside and Snohomish County, South King County and Seattle. 

 Implement high-quality BRT along I-405, consistent with but not limited to capital and 

operational investments identified in the I-405 Master Plan; improved access to I-405 BRT, 

including “last mile” connections and transit connections to activity centers must also be 

provided. 

 Invest in enhanced and expanded Regional Express Service between Eastside cities and the 

region, including adding service to overcrowded and high ridership routes and implementing 

capital investments that improve the quality of these services including BRT type investments. 



 
Eastside Cities’ Joint ST3 Interest Statement 
July 14, 2015 
Page 2 of 2 

 
Provide an integrated regional transit system with access enhancements – Sound Transit, King County 

Metro, and cities must work together to develop a fully integrated regional transit system with 

enhanced access that supports local and regional plans.  

 Integrate all Sound Transit and King County Metro transit service into a regional network that 

seamlessly connects light rail, bus rapid transit, regional express and local bus service regardless 

of which agency is providing the service. 

 Invest in Transit Oriented Development (TOD) to support High Capacity Transit by becoming an 

early and active partner in TOD and participate in subarea planning as part of ST3. 

 Fund non-motorized station access improvements, such as pedestrian and bicycle facilities, in 

ST3 and identify them early in project planning and design.  

 Advance performance-based initiatives in ST3 that maximize the utilization of existing Park-and-

Ride lots and provide increased capacity where appropriate.  

Support system expansion – Provide operational services, capital improvements and future planning to 

support the expanded regional transit system. 

 Provide facilities and services necessary to operate and maintain the expanded regional transit 

system, with facility and service planning completed early in the process. 

 Lay the foundation for the next phase of regional transit investments by funding studies of 

future system upgrades and extensions as part of the ST3 System Plan. 

 


