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Puget Sound Regional Council

• Regional Growth, 
Economic and 
Transportation Planning

• Federal transportation 
funds to priority projects

• Regional data and 
forecasts

• Forum for regional issues
• Prosperity Partnership
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We produce too few degrees

Source:  US Department of Commerce 2004 State Science & Technology Indicators
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Washington’s degree production is not 
concentrated in high demand fields
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Solution 

1. Fund current capacity in high demand, high impact fields.  

2. Fund FTEs at actual cost.

3. Study capital needs beyond current capacity.

4. Develop and implement a public awareness pilot project.

5. Provide more financial aid to encourage students to pursue 
degrees in high demand, high impact fields.

6. Adopt accountability standards and outcomes-based 
management of higher education. 

7. Commit to a percentage of general fund budget for higher 
education investment. 



Next Steps in Higher Education for 2008 

Fund current capacity in high demand, high impact fields.

Fund FTEs at actual cost.

Study capital needs beyond current capacity.

Develop and implement a public awareness pilot project.

5. Provide more financial aid to encourage students to pursue degrees in 
high demand, high impact fields.

6. Adopt accountability standards and outcomes-based management of 
higher education. 

7. Commit to a percentage of general fund budget for higher education 
investment. 
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