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Tourism Development Committee (TDC)
Meeting Minutes
August 30, 2012
9:00-10:00 am
Norkirk Room

Present: Jac Cooper, Kathryn McNeill, Penny Sweet (Chair), Julie Huffman (staff), Ellen Miller-Wolfe
(staff)

Absent: Dan Mayer, Belinda Jensen,

Approval of Minutes
Kathryn moved to approve minutes, motion passed.

Updates

Video update—Ellen Miller-Wolfe reported that staff and the Chair have previewed a draft form of
the video and have provided feedback. Economic Development funded the additional money needed
to film the Heathman. The City got an additional day with Juanita included, but are working with the
video producers to make sure we get the shots in Juanita that were expected. Suggestions for
distribution would be appreciated. Washington Tourism Alliance and Seattle CVB are always looking
for content. Visit Bellevue would also likely be interested in it. One concern is that the video at this
point is not for all seasons, and may be shown during the holidays. The City’s videographer may also
have footage of the tree lighting that could help make it more diverse. Hotels should be able to add it
as well.

Discussed committee membership and brainstormed ideas for members to fill the vacant position.
Committee would like to bring in the newly annexed area and reach out to the northern areas. Would
like to start the new year with a new member.

Process for Funding Decision

Cipalla Communications

Rita Cipalla present to discuss her public relations work with the Kirkland Tourism Program. She has
been working on getting earned media for KAST, Bookfest, and Tall Ships, with some nice results. She
shared the press she has gotten this year for KAST and Tall Ships. King FM is a sponsor for Bookfest
because of Rita’s work. Rita specifically has been tasked with working with the events that are more
limited in their capacity, so that has presented particular challenges. Question raised regarding what
kind of evaluation the committee does of events after funding them. One concern about Bookfest last



year was the last of publicity about it in the City that particular day. The issue of events has been
raised in another context and is going to be looked into further. The regulations and processes of the
City have provided a lot of roadblocks. Committee discussed the holiday events. Argosy and the tree
lighting may be able to coordinate and have it on the same day—December 1.

Meeting adjourned at 10:00.



