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KIRKLAND

Tourism Development Committee (TDC)
Meeting Minutes
January 16, 2013
9:00-10:00 am
Norkirk Room

Present: Dan Mayer, Jac Cooper, Kathryn McNeill, Penny Sweet (Chair), Maxim Khohklov
Absent: Belinda Jensen
Guests: Jennifer Gill, Kirkland Arts Center

Approval of Minutes
Minutes of October 11, 2012 approved. Jac moved, unanimous.

KAC Request (new item)

Jennifer Gill requested a change to the contents of the Artists’ Studio Tour/Locavore proposal. She
asked if all funds can go toward the publicity and promotion of the Studio Tour. She noted that
Locavore lost money for the KAC and that the added funds could help with promotions. The
Committee agreed and also suggested possible partnerships with the KPC, retirement homes, the run,
and merchants (thru Bruce Wynn), along with exploreKirkland (Rita Cipalla).

Updates (and input)

Penny updated committee members on the status of the events discussion before the City Council.
She advised that the Council had asked the EDC to recommend policies that would deal with
downtown saturation by events among other issues.

In regard to the KDA, Penny said that the KDA was moving to Parkplace. It has been responsible for
projects like the visitor center, flowerpots, wreaths, spring cleanup, and the vibe for a cool
downtown. She said that the KDA had changed into a group that does events. She also mentioned
Rob Butcher’s interest in doing events through the Kirkland Foundation he is starting, and his interest
in a 501 c3 where dollars raised would stay in Kirkland. Penny asked staff to provide the events report
prepared for City Council to members of the TDC.

Kathryn mentioned the symbiotic relationship between the KDA and the TDC. Dan mentioned that the
KPC was booking stages for Summerfest.



Penny added the link between tourism and economic development was a strong one and that in the
future she hoped that the chair of the TDC would sit on the Council’s Economic Development
Committee.

Ellen provided information on the progress of the staffing position for LTAC and Cultural Arts
Commission. She also discussed the possibility that the NWBookfest might return to the Committee
with a proposal to change the focus of the event.

The Committee deferred discussion on coop ad policy and asked staff to return with the ad budget.
The Committee also deferred discussion about STQRY. (Staff sent the link around in the aftermath of
the meeting and there was agreement to subscribe using already budgeted special projects funds.)

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 am.

Other Business

The committee discussed events coordination. Dan mentioned the need for more collaboration with
other departments in the City. Penny mentioned that Philly Hoshko would be doing a study of the
events process. Penny suggested that there should be a joint meeting with EDC in 2013. Dan asked
about the status of video distribution.

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m.



