
 

 

Cultural Council Minutes 
June 18th, 2008 

 
 
Present:  GG Getz, Tom Gant, Mary Jane  Vinella, Mia Coolidge, Bob Larson, Amy Whittenburg, Leah Kliger, 
Julie Reynolds (staff), Ellen Miller-Wolfe(staff) 
 
Absent:  Becca Singer, Jennifer Bushnell, Eric Synn, Kathy Feek, Boris Srdar, Linda Meuter 
 
Cannery:  Historical Site Designation       
Guests:  Bob Burke (Heritage Society), Julie Koler (King County), Lynette (Heritage Society) 
 
Guest presentations:  Bob Burke said that the Cannery is a historic site, recognized by the City in the 
comprehensive plan. A graduate student is in the process of doing research for King County Landmark and 
National Register designation.  King County thinks the building is important statewide due to WPA 
connections.    
 
Julie K. explained the incentives of designation and agreed to send a technical paper that provides detailed 
information.  

• There are  5-25k grants that can be used for roofs, foundations, columns on porch;   
• There is a low interest loan program (2-3 points below market) with a lot of money available;  
• A tax incentive “special valuation” allows the owner to deduct the qualifying amount that they have put 

into the building for rehab (applicant needs to put 25% of value of building into restoration).  For a 25 
year period the owner is only taxed on the remaining value of building;  

• The current use taxation doesn’t require the owner to do anything—reduces land value by half for 
purposes of taxation;  

• There is a federal tax credit for income producing buildings;  
• King County provides technical assistance.   

Julie K. Doesn’t think there would be a problem marketing this building to private developers if it is put on 
endangered list.   
 
Julie advised that there are misconceptions about what designation allows/restricts owners to do with the 
buildings. Exterior changes are reviewed for purpose of making sure changes don’t distract or destroy historical 
view.  Moving may be allowed if the building can moved to a similar context/neighborhood.  If significant for 
historic associations the building cannot always be moved.  Once designated, if the owners wanted to move it 
they would apply, go to design review process and discuss options/alternatives. The process varies depending 
on whether there is agreement/disagreement on proposals.  Property owner consent is not required.  City 
Council approval is also not required.  There would be a public hearing.   
 
National Registration is not as likely.   
 
McMenamins-Came for a visit and tour of the Cannery. The company is known for its  restoration projects.     
We are sending them information about potential sites including the feasibility study of the Cannery.   
   
Welcome Ellen Miller-Wolfe 
Ellen is Economic Development Manager, and also supervises the Tourism program.  She is looking at 
synergies between Cultural Council, Tourism and Economic Development.  She has experience in the arts and 



 

 

historical preservation.  Economic development will not overwhelm cultural activities but will be supportive.  
She is excited about the position.   
 
20/20 Vision for the Arts 
Consultant Selected—We got a great response to our RFP, interviewed 4 candidates, and are negotiating a 
contract with him.  Jerry Allen will be flying in from San Jose and his first site visit is July 14-16th. 
 
First Steering Committee Meeting—set for July 14th.  The list of steering committee members was read.  
More may be added.   
 
First site visit—July 14-16th, so Jerry will attend our next KCC meeting.  July 14th in the afternoon Jerry will   
tour (GG, Leah, Tom volunteered), and then will meet with the steering committee in the evening.  The 15th he 
will interview city council members and department heads, and on the 16th  he will come to the Cultural Council 
meeting and explain the planning process. 
   
Public Art  
Resolution status— The resolution has been delayed for the 1% for art program. It has been put off due to 
budget and other big decisions before the council. The budget gap may affect this.  Cultural Council was 
unaware this had not yet passed.  City Council indicated they would pass the resolution.   
 
Design Review Process--deferred 
 
First Romance Sculpture—Tom will take a look at it.  The Council feels it cannot change the piece of art 
without the artist’s permission.  One suggestion is to fly the artist here rather than transporting the art piece.  A 
decision was tabled until Tom can look at it.     
 
Cultural Council Budget (’08 funds yet to be programmed/expended) 
 
Cannery money  — up to 25k  
Strategic Plan —15k (this was planned to go toward implementation of strategic plan) 
Other - $6,000 
Due to the budget constraints, all money that is not encumbered or earmarked for particular projects could be 
lost as City staff has been asked for possible savings for projects that will not go forward in “08.   To carry over 
projects into ’09, staff needs to provide rationale – purpose, amount of expenditure, timeframe for expending.         
Julie will send E-mail asking for ideas for how to use that money. One idea is to create video like the private 
development one for the neighborhoods explaining the process of selecting art.  
 
Art in Private Development 
Video & Brochure production--DVD is produced and brochures ready to go—should have 100 by end of 
month. A suggestion was to place it on YOUTUBE but copyright it first. 
 
McLeod Update—continued to July 1 (same date as Bank of America hearing).    
 
Park Place update—Meeting last Thursday was very full and there were technical difficulties.  The next 
meeting, scheduled for June 26th, will have overflow in Peter Kirk room.   
 
Bank of America appeal outcome and update—will be heard on July 1st 
 
Totem Lake—Project is delayed as anchor stores and other issues are satisfied.   The plan has changed:  theatre 
is gone, office space is likely gone.  The 50k for art is encumbered for this purpose.   



 

 

 
Downtown Transit Center Update 
Downtown Transit update—Carolyn Law is the artist selected by Sound Transit with input by Cultural 
Council.  She gave an overview of her rough idea for art, and it was liked by the members who were present.  
She is a hardscape artist; some of the feedback was to soften/green it up a bit.   
 
Neighborhood Art  
Carillon Woods Celebration—Members felt it was a good use of their budget.  Mayor Lauinger and Joan 
McBride were there, along with the artist John Hoge and a handful of neighbors.  The piece of art works very 
well in that spot.  Leah is working with the Kirkland Alliance of Neighborhoods and hopes to meet with them 
soon.     
 
 


