
Cultural Council Minutes 

June 15, 2011 
 

Present:  Amy Whittenburg (Chair), Bhaj Townsend, Cathy Heffron, Marianne Francis, Nora Carlson, 
Sheila Mickool, Trent Latta, Ellen Miller-Wolfe (staff), Jeannie McGivern (staff).  
 
Absent:  Erik Gordon, Gaerda Zeider, Leah Kliger, Melissa Nelson, Rebecca Devere, Julie Huffman (staff) 
 
REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
The meeting was called to order at 4:05 pm. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Cultural Council reviewed the minutes of May 18. Trent Latta made a motion to approve the 
minutes, motion carried.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
CACHET 
The second CACHET event is tentatively scheduled for October 10, 2011. The top three potential 
venues are Kirkland Arts Center, International School, and Juanita High School. Henry Bischofberg will 
be the artisan. A change for the next event will be to ask participants for education topics for future 
CACHET events. Details of the Mayor’s award will be discussed at the next Cultural Council meeting.  
 
Artilization 
It was reported that the 2nd Friday Art Walk had been successful and well attended. The Art Walk 
banner will be moved to different locations depending on availability. Ellen Miller-Wolfe confirmed 
that the Art Walk will not need a special events permit; however, there will be a charge to hang the 
banner. Ellen expressed that Artilization can ask artists to pay $25 for placement but cannot prevent 
artists from City rights-of-way. Ellen added that the money collected will need to be submitted to the 
City. Parks would like to review placement of artists to make sure sidewalks are not being blocked. 
Marianne Francis and Bhaj Townsend will co-chair the Art Walk in Rebecca Devere’s absence during 
the summer. Cultural Council members will meet with Sudie Elkayssi to explain this event and confirm 
banner hanging fees. 
 
Fundraising 
The silent auction will take place on Saturday, August 27, 5-8 p.m. at a downtown location yet to be 
determined. The event has been renamed “reART.” Tagline: Silent auction to benefit Kirkland Arts, 
Culture and Heritage. Plans for procuring and collecting items, tracking information, and crediting 
donations are still in development. Les Utley has agreed to store artwork. Items may include: visual art, 
tickets to art events, art books, jewelry, musical instruments, and dinners. It was agreed items will be 
juried. Donators are asked to consult their tax advisors to determine the value of items. Ways to get 
the word out include Facebook, flyers, word of mouth, neighborhood association meetings, and media 
outlets. A deadline for artists to submit their work has not been determined. 



 
Public/Private Art 
Cathy Heffron presented a report from the Public Art Committee and minutes dated May 18, 2011 
regarding Fred Fulmer’s offer to loan the City a totem pole (please see attached report). The 
committee also consulted a curator at the Seattle Art Museum who determined the totem pole did not 
meet the criteria set forth by the committee. The Cultural Council agreed with the Public Art 
Committee and Seattle Art Museum curator’s findings.  
Motion: The totem pole does not meet public art criteria and should not become part of the City’s 
collection; however, the council is open to exploring option of installing the piece in a children’s park. 
Marianne Francis seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Action item: Public art 
Ellen Miller-Wolfe confirmed that the lease for the statue located on Park Lane has been renewed 
because the Cultural Council agreed to allow it to remain until intrastructure work was imminent. 
 

2011 Goals for City Council Joint Meeting with Advisory Boards and Commissions  
Ellen Miller-Wolfe discussed the upcoming July 7 City Council joint meeting with advisory boards and 
commissions. The Cultural Council will have approximately 1-1½ minutes to present an overview of 
2011 goals and accomplishments. There will be an important discussion after the presentations 
regarding how these goals and accomplishments tie in with City Council goals (e.g. Parks and Economic 
Development) and ways that the City can help. Ellen suggested that the Cultural Council get their 
revised goals into the record for Kurt Triplett and individual Council Members to review before the 
meeting. The Cultural Council made changes to the 2011 goal statement (see attached). The Cultural 
Council also provided the Chair with what the City Council can do to support the KCC including: 
funding; attending KCC events; connecting art and economic development (Richard Florida).  
 
Staff Report for City Council regarding Future Options for Cultural Council 
Ellen Miller-Wolfe presented a draft staff report regarding future options for the Cultural Council 
(please see attached report). Ellen asked members to review the options and said her staff report will 
be separate from the Cultural Council’s recommendation to City Council.  
 
Key discussion items: 
At the request of the City Council City staff is preparing options for how the Cultural Council might 
continue to operate in these recessionary times. 
Ellen provided examples of how the Cultural Council requires City oversight to operate and that 
oversight is not easily covered by current City resources. Also the Cultural Council in its fund raising  
role is very different from the boards and commissions the City oversees and therefore can be difficult  
to service. (She gave the example of using the City website for an online auction.) 
Ellen Presented the following options for Cultural Council discussion: 

Option #1 – Status Quo (Staff indicates this is unsustainable) 
Option #2  - Hybrid (Retain some responsibilities such as public art curating and offload others ) 
Option #3  - Focus on Cultural Tourism (Seek funds from Tourism Development Committee 
lodging taxes for staff and projects).  
Option #4  - 501c3  (Generally unsatisfactory to Cultural Council) 



 
The following were reactions to the options that will be fleshed out at a follow-up meeting: 

 While valuing the tie to the City, the Cultural Council also feels that City requirements 
can be onerous. 

 There was support for the cultural tourism idea and possible funding of staff and 
projects that meet tourism requirements. 

 There were several opinions in favor of the status quo. Several suggested that this 
would also include acknowledging fiscal realities while supplementing the budget 
through fundraising, sharing staffing responsibilities, and returning to Council in better 
times for funds.  

 All felt that the City needed to demonstrate the importance of the arts to its culture and 
economy by continuing to have a Cultural Council. 

 
Amy Whittenburg expressed she would like the Cultural Council to reach a full consensus and advocate 
together as a group. The Cultural Council agreed to hold a special meeting to discuss in detail options 
to present to the City Council. It is anticipated that the majority of members can attend this meeting. 
Jeannie McGivern agreed to hold the Rose Hill room for June 28 and June 30 from 4–6 p.m. Amy will 
poll the Council and let Jeannie know the confirmed date for the special meeting. 
 
Ellen will submit her staff report by July 10. 
 
Adjourn with reminder that July meeting is at NW University. 
Meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 














