Artist’s Description of the Spirit of America Sculpture

The memorial was inspired by John Jackson, founder of the Spirit of America Foundation, who
commissioned the artist, Jim Demetro, to sculpt the memorial to the 9-11 attacks. What follows is an
excerpt from the artist’s explanation of what inspired his rendering of the memorial.

Many of us can recall exactly where we were and how we felt about seeing or hearing about the 9-11
attacks. That day affected our entire nation and, in the aftermath, stimulated acts of altruism by both
trained and ordinary people. It was a time where as buildings were falling apart, people were coming
together. When founder John Jackson contacted me about the sculptures, | knew that | wanted to be
involved with something so important, educational and historical to our nation’s psyche.

The focus of the design is to have an uplifting symbolism in its narrative of that sad, historic day. It
incorporates bronze statues holding hands in a circle facing outwards with their heads raised up. The
original concept was designed by an architectural committee, but after many years of refinement, my
daughter Christina Demetro and | reduced the number of human figures holding hands to four diverse,
symbolic statues — thus allowing space for a viewer to interact with the sculptures by completing the
circle. We also added two footprints on the ground to symbolize the lives that had been lost.

The statues represent the diversity of our nation in gender, race, and professions of everyday people
who died that day. Finally, at the time we were sculpting the figures in clay to be cast in bronze, we
created a rough texture that smoothed out as the statues’ faces arched up toward the sky. This
represented the quintessential American spirit rising above the challenges and rough time, unified in our
hope for a better future.



