PARKS AND RECREATION

Provide and maintain natural areas and recreational facilities and

opportunities that enhance the health and well-being of the community.
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*Community survey occurs in even years

OW DO WE MEASURE PARKS AND RECREATION SERVICES?

The budget and the number of FTE staff available o the Parks Department helps measure how often the City is able to maintain the
parks. Given the important contribution that volunteers make to City’s work, the number of volunteers and their total number of hours is
also tracked.

The Park, Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Plan sets targets that provide benchmarks by which to measure the development and
maintenance of Kirkland’s parks and natural spaces, including:

*  Residents should have access to a neighborhood park within a quarter mile of their home.
* All 379 acres of natural areas should be restored to their natural state by 2028.

The plan is being updated through public input in 2013. Recreation services are measured by subscription rates. Tracking recreation class
attendance demonstrates how well they match residents” preferences.

Citizen satisfaction with the parks, as determined by the Community Survey, provides another measure of how well the park system meets
the community’s needs.




HOW ARE WE DOING?

Following voter approval in 2012, Proposition 2 will enable levels of maintenance
to be restored in 2013. Despite the reductions in services incurred between 2009
and 2012, citizens continue to be satisfied with their parks.

83% of recreation classes met the minimum enrollment target, an improvement
from 2011 and a good indication that the classes offered meet the demands of
citizens.

Annexation decreased the percentage of residents with a park within a /4 mile
radius in 2011. This number remained unchanged in 2012.

U b HAT ARE WE DOING?

Parks and recreation services enhance the quality of life and health in a community.
Despite its importance to the community, parks and recreation services have had to
face the reality of shrinking resources. Maintenance standards in some parks were
reduced as have some of the programs offered by the department.

For much of 2012, department leadership worked with community members to
determine the most immediate needs in the parks system. The Park Funding
Exploratory Committee developed a levy package to address reductions in
maintenance and recreation programming, to ensure ongoing care and

restoration of the City’s urban forests through the Green Kirkland Partnership, to
provide for needed renovation of the City’s aging park facilities such as Edith
Moulton Park, Waverly Beach Park and the Juanita Beach Park Bathhouse, to
develop an interim bicycle and pedestrian trail on the Cross Kirkland Corridor and to
acquire land for future neighborhood parks in areas of the city where new parks are
needed.

In November, 2012, Kirkland voters approved this park funding package and will
begin to see the positive impact on its park system in early 2013.

In 2012, the Green Kirkland Partnership collaborated with Pearl Jam to offset the
band’s carbon footprint from world touring by funding a 9-acre forest restoration
in Crestwoods Park. This project accounted for a significant increase in the total
number of trees planted annually in restoration projects: from 837 trees in 2011
to 3,538 trees in 2012. The City also installed rain gardens in Juanita Beach
Park that allow water to soak into the ground while providing beautiful landscape
features.
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