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So that...
City progresses on the . . .
Park, Recreation and Open Residents with neighborhood 72% 72% 76% 76% 100%
park within 1/4 mile radius
Space Plan
Acres of natural area in S
storati 10.64 17.14 25.4 30.01 acres by
restoration 2028
Percent of recreation
classes meeting minimum 73% 75% 76% 79.8% 80%
Y So that... enrollment
Kirkland has an exceptional Citizens rate Cit
q y parks * *
parks and recreation system 6 e ey @ e 96% 95% 95%

*Community survey occurs in even years
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The Comprehensive Park, Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Plan sets targets that provide benchmarks by which to measure the
development and maintenance of Kirkland’s parks and natural spaces, including:

* Residents should have access to a neighborhood park within a quarter mile of their home.

* All 379 acres of natural areas should be restored to their natural state by 2028.

Recreation services are measured by subscription rates. Tracking recreation class attendance demonstrates how well they match
residents’ preferences.

Citizen satisfaction with the parks, as determined by the Community Survey, provides another measure of how well the park system
meets the community’s needs.
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* The City’s funding for all areas of parks and recreation services and capital I
improvements was reduced in 2009 and 2010 including a 30% reduction in
seasonal parks maintenance staff. Still, citizens rate the City parks highly.

* Although the City falls short of the target for neighborhood park access, the
number of neighborhoods meeting the goal has increased slightly.

*  80% of recreation classes met minimum enrollment indicating that the City
provides classes that align with residents” interests.

* The City has seen an increasing number of acres of natural area in restoration
in the past four years thanks to the Green Kirkland Partnership and extensive
volunteer engagement. The program has surpassed the 20-year restoration
plan benchmarks each year. The Green Kirkland Partnership exceeded the
2010 benchmark of 26 acres by four acres.

WI:IALLLU:LE&II.Y_MNQ?

Parks and recreation services enhance the quality of life and health in a community. I
Despite its importance to the community, parks and recreation services have had to
face the reality of shrinking resources. Maintenance standards in some parks were
reduced as have some of the programs offered by the department.

The community is fortunate to have the services of volunteers that are helping to
bridge some of the maintenance needs. The Green Kirkland Partnership involves
community organizations, businesses, and volunteers in the restoration of natural
areas in parks by removing invasive plants and planting native species. Restoration
provides many environmental benefits, including soil conservation, enhanced water
quality through slowing storm water runoff and improving filtration, healthier habitats
for native species and improved carbon removal through an increased urban tree
canopy. Volunteers are essential to the program. With 10,207 volunteer hours in
2010, volunteer engagement surpassed the plan’s benchmark by over 3,000 hours.
Additionally, 16 volunteer park stewards lead restoration projects, exceeding the
benchmark of six stewards by 2010.

Partnerships with local businesses help to keep the City’s active parks in shape. The
Heathman Hotel has adopted Heritage Park and works with the parks crews to pull
weeds, pick up garbage and keep the park looking good. Additionally, legislative
changes that now allow real estate excise taxes to be used for maintenance has
provided service restoration in some parks.

The City’s recreation programs provide residents with opportunities to enhance their
physical and mental well-being. The Recreation Division facilitated over 2,049
programs that hosted 294,089 individual visits at the North Kirkland and Peter Kirk
Community Centers a school site or a City of Kirkland Park. Total participant
enrollment for 2010 was 21,042. The many activities also provide valuable
volunteer opportunities for our citizens. The Recreation Division had over 132
volunteers that contributed 6,706 hours valued ot $125,871.




