
Connecting Communities: The Cross Kirkland Corridor
Eastside Trailways Alliance- June 1, 2013

Kurt Triplett, Kirkland City Manager



Cross Kirkland Corridor

NE 124th Street

Kirkland

Bellevue

South 
Kirkland  P&R

• 5.75 miles purchased for 
$5M by reprioritizing 
Parks, Streets and 
Sidewalks CIP projects

• 670 feet in Bellevue

• 100 ft wide throughout, 
narrowest point is 75 ft.

• 17 trail or street crossings 
at grade, many informal 
crossings

• 2 single-track bridges



“Ultimately, the City’s interests would be met by implementing a 
welcoming, transportation–oriented facility for pedestrians and 
bicyclists, coupled with a high capacity transit system that connects 
Kirkland to the region.”

- Kirkland ERC Interest Statement – Adopted April 19, 2011

Image used for illustration purposes only.



CKC Connects
• Parks
• Schools
• Businesses
• Residents
• Transit
• Region

History
• 1977 land use plan
• 1994 Cross Kirkland 

Trail
• 2009 Active 

Transportation Plan
• 2011 ERC Interests
• 2011 ULI study
• 2011 Purchased CKC
• 2012 state awards $2M 

grant – interim trail
• 2012 PSRC awards $1M 

grant – interim trail
• Nov. 2012 Levy (57% 

approval)

Connecting Kirkland’s Past, Present and Future 



• Yarrow Bay Business 
District

• Light Industrial/Tech  
Zone

• Totem Lake Business 
District

Connecting Economic 
Development Opportunities

(1,700 businesses and over 10,000 jobs
Within 2,000 feet of the Corridor)



Yarrow Bay Business District 

New Business District Zoning
• 4‐5 stories
• Mixed use 

residential/commercial 
• Pedestrian Oriented Design 

Guidelines
• Economic Development 

Opportunities
• Proximity to SR 520, I‐405, TOD, 

Bellevue, Cross Kirkland 
Corridor, Lake Washington 



“Kirkland Crossing” ‐ Mixed Use
• 185 market rate housing units 
• Imagine Housing‐58 affordable housing 

units
• ground floor commercial
• public plaza amenities as gateway to 

Bellevue and Kirkland
• new public pedestrian connections
• LEED building techniques
• Completion by 2014

King County Metro Park and Ride 
expansion
• 530 stall 3 story parking garage for 

Park and Ride
• Renovation of parking lot and 

transit loading area
• Opening summer 2013



Light Industrial/Tech: Google, Par Mac in Totem Lake



Existing Buildings New Building
800+ employees 1000 employees
1200 capacity



Google/SRM will build first paved section of trail, reserve transit space 



Totem Lake Business District: Par Mac, Mall, Hospital

New housing units: 2,787
New jobs: 7,185

(10,000 housing units and 36,000 
new jobs current zoning capacity)

ULI: Purchase, develop CKC into trail and 
transit.  Trail catalyzes housing, retail.



Photo credit: Kirkland views

Connecting Neighbors
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Adopt-a-Trail/Parks Levy



• Park and School 
connections

• Bicycle connections
• Multi-modal capacity 

to address future 
congestion from 
growth and tolling 
impacts

Connecting Kirkland’s Park and Transportation Facilities



Connecting Trails
(Kirkland has no paved regional trail)

Regional trails
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SMART FACTS
• .25% sales tax approved in 2008
• $44.5 million annually
• $541 million capital budget
• $19 million annual operating 

budget
• 2006-2016 for Phase I

SMART USERS
• 5,000-6,000 daily train trips

• 7,000-10,000 daily trail trips
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Interim Use: Guided by Interest Statement
“Planning or implementing one mode 
must not foreclose future corridor use 
by another mode.”

• Actively use the corridor in the near 
future

• Maintain the corridor in good 
condition

• Serve transportation needs of 
pedestrians and bicyclists

• Connect Totem Lake
• Protect neighborhood feel



Cross Kirkland Corridor Evolution

Source: Marin County Bicycle Coalition

Salvaged rails/ties – City 
nets $100,000 $625,000 per mile $3.25 M

$20 M 
per mile 
$115 M



Interim Trail – Rail bed remains



Interim Trail: $3.6M Fully Funded
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• Width of the ties: 8 to 10 feet

• Rail bed and ballast remain

• Crushed gravel trail on existing bed

• Flexible, rail can be restored with 

regional plan and regional funding



$500,000 CKC Master Plan launched 



CKC - World Class Trail and Transit
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Get more information

• www.kirklandwa.gov/Community/
Cross_Kirkland_Corridor

 Sign up for CKC email alerts

 Get involved in the Corridor Master 
Plan Process

 Learn about the Interim Trail

 Participate in the Adopt-a-Corridor 
Program

• www.kingcounty.gov/operations/e
rc-advisory-council.aspx 


